
The Old Farmer’s Almanac for Kids 
Newest edition—available this fall —is packed with frog jumps,  

reindeer games, spider web storms, and twisted snacks! 

This fall, it’s not just the weather that people will be calling “cool”: 
The new edition of The Old Farmer’s Almanac for Kids will be, too!  

The Old Farmer’s Almanac for Kids, inspired by the wit and 
wisdom of North America’s favorite “Old” friend, is a treasure trove 
of fun facts, creative activities, and great ideas that will keep young 
ones loving learning the whole year through! The latest volume  
in the award-winning The Old Farmer’s Almanac for Kids series 
will be available by Fall 2013 everywhere books are sold. 

What secrets and surprises does this new edition hold? 

■ A look at the celestial sibling rivalry between Earth and its “deadly” sister, Venus! 
(Imagine our planet with acid clouds, no water, and a mean temperature of 900°F.)

■ Celebrations all year, with holidays such as International Wayfinding Month (January), 
Limerick Day (May 12), National Day of the Cowboy (fourth Saturday in July), Happy 
Cat Month (September), and National Origami Day (November 11). 

■ Parties and games! Kids can plan and host garden parties 
with “Spider” crackers, Veggie Patch Pizza, and “Ladybug” 

cupcakes. Fun activities include how to make edible 
art and how to organize a game day complete with 
a Frog Jump and Egg Toss!

■ Weird weather: For example, during the Great Cobweb 
Storm in Wisconsin, the air became thick with white spider webs 

in strands as long as 60 feet! Do you know that it 
has rained apples and fish, and—talk about weird—
what’s a “bugnado”? Kids (of all ages!) never look 
at a weather forecast in the same way again.  

      (more)

ContaCt:
Ginger Vaughan 

ginger@quinnbrein.com 
206-842-8922
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PARTYwith the
                         PLANTS

 birthday last day of school first day of summer

 new friend going back to school vegetables and/or fruit

 flowers bugs and/or critters birds and/or butterflies

Any day—especially a warm, sunny one—

is a good time to be outdoors. Set tables 

and chairs near the flowers, beside the 

vegetable patch, or on the lawn; gather 

friends; and have a garden party. 

Choose an event or theme or mix a few:

Prepare snacks that match the party theme. Turn the page for some suggestions. 
q  q q

Invite Your FriendsDecorate construction paper or 
note cards with scraps of wrapping 

paper, stickers, clippings from 
magazines, or drawings. Include 

images of your theme, as well as
your address, the date, and the time. 

Add your phone number or email 
address and tell guests to let you 

know if they are coming to the party.

FUNFUNFUN
Make Food for

W
E

A
T

H
E

R

61

On three different occasions—in 1974, 

2004, and 2010—hundreds of 2-inch-long 

whitefish have fallen from rain clouds onto 

Lajamanu, in Australia’s Northern Territory. 

Officials at the Australian Bureau of 

Meteorology believe that the fish were 

transported up by a thunderstorm and 

carried to altitudes of 40,000 feet or 

more, before showering down 

on the small town, which 

is 326 miles from the 

nearest river!
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Huh?

Why do these 

things never 

happen when 

we’re around 

to see them? 
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In June and July 2011, at 

around sunset, some folks in 

Iowa living near the Missouri 

River noticed “smoky” clouds 

around treetops, above 

ditches, and near cornfields. 

Instead of fog or haze, it 

was a swirling swarm of 

bugs! Record flooding that 

year resulted in 

an above-normal 

bug population. 

The “bugnadoes” 

occurred for about 

2 weeks. Then, it 

seems, birds and 

dragonflies had 

them for lunch.

The Great Cobweb Storm occurred 

in October 1881, on the shores of 

Lake Michigan, from Sheboygan 

to Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The sky 

was thick with white webs, from 

minuscule pieces to 60-foot-long 

strands. It is believed that this 

event was caused by certain spe-

cies of migratory spiders that cast 

their silk on a breeze and ride the 

wind to a new location.

Sp
ider Riders

CRISPIn the late afternoon of December 12, 2011, 

more than 100 small apples rained from the 

sky, striking car windshields and denting 

automobile hoods along a 60-foot stretch 

of road in Keresley, Coventry, England. 

Officials from the British Weather Service 

concluded that volatile conditions present 

at the time may have spawned an updraft 

that blew the fruit off trees or lifted it off the 

ground and into the upper atmosphere, 

until turbulent air calmed and the 

apples fell to Earth.

FI
SH F L Y

APPLE

If you’ve 

experienced 

weird 

“weather” 

or similar 

events, 

tell other 

kids at 

Almanac4kids.com

/TellUs

o



■ You know Dasher and Dancer and Prancer and Vixen, Comet and Cupid 
and Donner and Blitzen. But do you recall . . . any other facts about reindeer? 
How about how they keep warm, how fast they can pull a sled (on snow), and 
the games that reindeer (and people) play? It’s all here!

■ Fun facts about and a recipe for making the world’s oldest snack: This salty treat 
is a symbol of good luck, essential in roller coasters, and a dance as well. Can 
you guess what it is? It begins with “p” and is twisted. 

■ The lingo and some awesome facts behind surfing and snowboarding: 
Grab your stick! It’s time to carve the waves or ollie. Be careful not to get locked in 

or give yourself a spinal tap! And what’s farmer Doug Waugh got to do with it?

■ Pet care: Learn to train a dog, cat, horse, donkey, snake, 
or rat so that it eats its food and not little fingers. 

■ Fast facts: The fastest animal on land is named Sarah, 
and on June 20, 2012, Sarah ran 61 mph. What is she? Get the  

answer and learn other fast facts, including the Fastest Human 
to Run 5k (3.1 miles) in Swim Fins While Juggling (32 minutes, 3.77 
seconds), the Fastest Dining Set (130 mph), and the Fastest 
Human to Count to 100 While Doing a Headstand (29.24 seconds). 

Print versions of the newest edition of The Old Farmer’s Almanac for 
Kids are available for $9.95 at retail stores and in the children’s section 
of bookstores. Folks can also order copies at Almanac.com/Shop  
or by calling 800-ALMANAC. Digital versions of The Old Farmer’s 
Almanac for Kids are also available via the iTunes store. 

The Old Farmer’s Almanac is produced by Yankee Publishing Inc. 
of Dublin, New Hampshire. Almanac publications include calendars,   

   cookbooks, a gardening magazine, and more.

Because once a year is not enough, the Almanac recently launched (exclusively for the iPad) 
The Old Farmer’s Almanac Monthly magazine. Each issue is filled with seasonal articles 
and advice on the topics the Almanac knows best, including astronomy, gardening, nature,  
farming, food, history, and home. Find out more at Almanac.com/Monthly. 

Want more? 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE: to learn more about The Old Farmer’s Almanac for Kids, 
request a review copy, or schedule an interview, please contact Ginger Vaughan by email 

(ginger@quinnbrein.com) or phone (206-842-8922).

Follow Us!
Facebook.com/TheOldFarmersAlmanac

tweet Us!
Twitter.com/Almanac

pin Us!
Pinterest.com/Almanac

download Us!
Almanac.com/Monthly

   March • 2013
MONTHLY

shop Us!
Almanac.com/Shop
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FINGERS!

HOW TO
a

. . . and 
your

NOT
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its FOOD . . .

PETS 
can bite 

accidentally, 
but why let 

that happen?

Train your pet to sit politely for treats, not to jump and 

dive or grab to get the treat.

1

2

S tephanie C.’s dog was not 
trained to sit for food. “I 

still have a scar on my thumb 
from a bite that I got from 

trying to feed a bulldog puppy a waffle,” she says. 
Like many dogs, Stephanie’s 

puppy was probably rewarded occasionally when 
it jumped for things it wanted. 

When she offered a really 
special treat, the dog did what came naturally.

Hold the food or treat properly in your hand.
W hen food is given by hand, the position of your hand is important. 

Horses and donkeys should be fed with flat palms. Kittens under 

8 to 10 weeks old should be fed with the treat extended past the fingertips 

or on a spoon; kittens are especially bad at telling where a hand starts 

and food ends. Paula L. was bitten by a cat while using a slice of bologna to try to coax it out from under a horse trailer. “Lesson learned: Do not lay lure across fingertips,” she notes.

When handling a pet, be sure 
that your hands do not 

smell of its food, especially 

if the pet relies primarily on smell to 

find its food or if the pet has bad 

eyesight.

F rancis D. was bitten by his milk snake 

when he forgot to wash his hands after 

handling the snake’s food (a frozen mouse) 

and before picking up the snake. “So he 

associated the heat of my hand and the smell 

of the mouse and thought it was food,” 

Francis reports.

if the pet relies primarily on smell to 

3

If you have a pet and have 
trained it to eat or sit or do other 

things, share your tips at 
Almanac4kids.com/TellUs.

it jumped for things it wanted. 

and food ends. Paula L. was bitten by a cat while using a slice of bologna to try to coax it out from under a horse trailer. “Lesson learned: Do not lay lure across fingertips,” she notes.

When handling a pet, be sure 
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try to coax it out from under a horse trailer. 
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Fastest   

Roller Coaster 

in North  

America

Kingda Ka 

at Six Flags Great  

Adventure opened 

on May 21, 2005, in 

Jackson, New Jersey. 

It goes from 0 to 128 

mph in 3.5 seconds.

Facts*
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Fastest  Reptile

The leatherback  

sea turtle.

Although these reptiles move 

slowly on land, their big  

front flippers make them fast  

underwater swimmers.

Fastest  

Land Animal 

The cheetah. 

Sarah, an 11-year-old 

cheetah at the  

Cincinnati Zoo in  

Ohio, set a new land-speed record on June 20, 2012, by 

running 109 yards in 5.95 seconds, a sprint during which 

she was clocked at 61 mph! 

Fastest Creature on Earth

The 
peregrine  

falcon. 

When this  

bird dives  

for its prey, it  

“falls” out of  

the sky at speeds  

that no other  

bird or animal  

can match.

Fastest Car

The 2011 Bugatti Veyron Super Sport 

is the world’s fastest car that can be driven legally on the 

street (as well as on a racetrack). It costs about $2.5 million.

Fastest   

Roller Coaster

Formula Rossa 

at Ferrari World,  

which opened on  

October 27, 2010,  

in Abu Dhabi in the  

United Arab Emirates. It goes from 0 to 149 mph in 4 seconds.

Fastest 

Two-Legged  

Robot

MABEL, 

a two-legged robot that  

was built at the University 

of Michigan in 2008, has 

knees that enable it to  

walk and run like a human.

The sailfish. 

(Istiophorus  

platypterus), 

which can  

weigh up to  

220 pounds.

200 
mph

q

Fastest  

Fish

Fastest 

Flying Insect

The horsefly. 

Compare its speed to that of  

a housefly, whose top speed is only 4.5 mph.

90 
mph

q

22 
mph

o

68 
mph

q

61 
mph

r

Fastest
Motorcycle

The Dodge  

Tomahawk. 

It uses a simple 2-speed  

manual transmission 

system.

149 
mph

q

128 
mphp

267 
mph

o

350 
mph

o

6.8 
mph

o

q

These fast facts were accurate when these pages were produced. Let us  

know of fast facts in any other category or any that are faster than these at 

Almanac4kids.com/TellUs.*


