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Say Happy 
Birthday!

I always  
prefer to  

believe the 
best of  

everybody;  
it saves so 

much trouble.
–Rudyard Kipling, 

English writer  
(b. Dec. 30, 1865; 
d. Jan. 18, 1936)

Monthly happenings

Kwanzaa 
December 26 through January 1
Created in 1966 by Maulana 
Karenga, professor and 
chair of Africana Studies at 
California State University, 
Long Beach, Kwanzaa is an 
weeklong African-American 
holiday that celebrates 
African heritage. Each day 
celebrates one of seven 
basic principles: unity 
(umoja), self-determination 
(kujichagulia), collective work 

photos: thinkstock

tap for more about full 
moon names.
 
tap for more about the 
winter solstice.

 

 

The month of December
Holidays, History, and folklore

This Month in the Universe
December’s full Moon, the Full 
Cold Moon, occurs on the 25th, 
at 6:11 a.m. EST. 

The December solstice occurs 
on the 21st, at 11:48 p.m. EST. 
At this time, winter begins in 
the Northern Hemisphere and 
summer begins in the Southern 
Hemisphere.

http://www.almanac.com/content/full-moon-names
http://www.almanac.com/content/first-day-winter-winter-solstice
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and responsibility (ujima), cooperative economics (ujamaa), 
purpose (nia), creativity (kuumba), and faith (imani).

During Kwanzaa, people decorate their homes in black, red, 
and green and display traditional African objects along with 
straw mats, ears of corn, and other symbolic items. Candles 
(one black, three red, and three green) are lit each evening. 
After the lighting, the day’s principle is discussed and a 
traditional meal may be served. The celebration ends with a 
feast, usually with music and dancing.

ECHO 1 STAMP ISSUED 
December 15
On this day in 1960, a commemorative stamp of Echo 1 was 
issued from Washington, D.C. Designed by artist Ervine Metzl, 
its value was 4 cents. 

Launched by NASA on August 12, 1960, the Echo 1  
satellite orbited at about 1,000 miles above Earth, 
completing one revolution in approximately 2 hours. The 

100-foot-wide balloon 
was easily visible at 
night by sky watchers, 
as it was brighter than 
most stars. 

Echo 1 was 
the world’s first 
communications 
satellite designed 

to have signals from one point on Earth bounce off it and 
redirect to another location on the planet. It was used to 
redirect telephone, radio, and television signals across 
the continent and between continents. The first live voice 
communication via satellite, the first coast-to-coast telephone 
call via satellite, and the first image transmitted via satellite 
were all accomplished with Echo 1. 

tap for a 
Curried 
Kwanzaa 
stew recipe.

 

tap for  
echo 1 fun 
faCts.

+

http://www.almanac.com/recipe/curried-kwanzaa-stew


did you know?

• Echo 1 was originally called 
Echo 1A. The first Echo 1 was 
destroyed after its launching 
rocket failed.

• This relatively simple satellite 
was nicknamed a “satelloon.” 
The balloon was made of a thin 
film of Mylar plastic covered with 
a thick coating of aluminum. 
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tap to learn 
about our 
wedding  
photo  
contest.

tap to share 
your  
ideas for a 
winter  
forest  
wedding 
theme.

Getting Married in December?
choose your theme
For a wedding in the 12th month of the year, consider a winter 
forest theme. Embellish wedding invitations with illustrations of 
evergreen trees or pinecones. Include sprigs of conifers, holly, and 
ferns in the bridal bouquet and groom’s boutonniere. Decorate the 
reception area in deep greens, white, and silver. Hang evergreen 
garlands coated with artificial snow (available from craft stores) 
and icicles; mix them with crystal garlands. 

Set potted evergreen trees in corners and twine strings of white 
lights among the branches; tuck in artificial birds’ nests or other 
woodland treasures. Candles in faceted clear-glass holders placed 
throughout the room will add a festive glow. Cover guest tables 
with rich-green tablecloths and provide sparkling dinnerware; 
for a more rustic look, set crystal goblets on tree slice coasters and 
clear glass plates on tree slice chargers or placemats. 

For centerpieces, gather pine twigs, artificial white branches, and 

 

 

photos: thinkstock

http://www.almanac.com/wedding-planning
http://www.almanac.com/Content/Wedding-photo-contest
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other accents and pop them into glass vases inserted into small, 
hollowed-out logs. For favors, offer pine needle sachets or tiny 
evergreen seedlings wrapped in burlap. 

There are many options 
to make this a truly 
magical winter woodland 
wonderland! Can you 
think of more?

ExplorE thE lorE
Wedding folklore can 
add a bit of whimsy and 
tradition to an invitation, a 
place card, even a thank-you note. Here are a few to use or adapt:

• If a girl is kissed under the mistletoe seven times in one day, she 
will marry one of the fellows within the year.

• It is good luck for the wedding couple to stand on a white rug.

• Expect another marriage soon if an unmarried person sits 
between the bride and groom at the wedding dinner.

tap for more 
wedding 
folklore 
or to share 
your own 
traditions.

 

photos: thinkstock

when 
december 

snows  
fall fast,

marry and 
true love 
will last.

http://www.almanac.com/Content/Wedding-folklore
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2016 Almanac Calendars
SHIPPING NOW!

Choose from Gardening, Weather Watcher’s, Country,  
Best-Loved Recipes, Everyday, or Engagement.

Best-Loved 
Recipes

The 2016 Old Farmer’s Almanac Calendar

Easy to make and simply delicious

2016_Recipes_Cal_Retail.indd   1 5/1/15   12:08 PM

$9.99–$14.99 | Printed in the USA

Advice, Folklore, and Gardening Secrets from The Old Farmer’s Almanac

2016 CALENDAR
2016 CALENDAR

Wide open spaces and comforting places.

Country 
Calendar2 0 1 6

•   The Old Farmer’s Almanac  •
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Amazing weather photos for every month.
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Personal
Begin diet to lose weight: 3, 8
Begin diet to gain weight: 17, 21
Cut hair to encourage growth: 17, 18
Cut hair to discourage growth: 5, 6
Have dental care: 2–4, 30, 31
Quit smoking: 3, 8
Wean children: 3, 8

around the house
Can, pickle, or make sauerkraut: 26
End projects: 9, 10
Start projects: 12, 13

outdoors
Begin logging: 12, 13
Go camping: 10–11
Go fishing: 11–25
Set posts or pour concrete: 12, 13

In the Garden
Destroy pests and weeds: 19, 20
Graft or pollinate: 25, 26
Prune to encourage growth: 19, 20
Prune to discourage growth: 1, 27, 28
Plant aboveground crops: 17, 18
Plant belowground crops: 7–9, 26
Harvest aboveground crops: 21, 22
Harvest belowground crops: 2, 3, 30, 31

on the Farm
Breed animals: 7–9
Castrate animals: 14, 15
Cut hay: 19, 20
Set eggs: 4, 22–24, 31
Slaughter livestock: 7–9
Wean animals: 3, 8 

sa s t r o l o g y

Best Days
These December dates, deemed to be propitious in astrology, are based 
on the astrological passage of the Moon. However, consider all indicators 
before making any major decisions. –Celeste Longacre

photo: thinkstock
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gardening by the moon’s sign

Plant, transPlant, and graft: Cancer, Scorpio, or Pisces 

Harvest: Aries, Leo, Sagittarius, Gemini, or Aquarius 

Build/fix fences or garden Beds: Capricorn 

control insect Pests, Plow, and weed: Aries, Gemini,  
Leo, Sagittarius, or Aquarius 

Prune: Aries, Leo, or Sagittarius. During a waxing Moon, pruning 
encourages growth; during a waning Moon, it discourages growth. 

1  Leo
2  Virgo
3  Virgo
4  Virgo
5  Libra
6  Libra
7  Scorpio 
8  Scorpio

  9  Scorpio
10  Sagittarius
11  Sagittarius
12  Capricorn
13  Capricorn
14  Aquarius
15  Aquarius
16  Aquarius

17  Pisces
18  Pisces
19  Aries
20  Aries
21  Taurus
22  Taurus
23  Gemini
24  Gemini

25  Cancer
26  Cancer
27  Leo
28  Leo
29  Leo
30  Virgo
31 Virgo

+
tap for 
Mercury in 
retrograde 
dates,
 
App extrA! 
tap for 
deceMber 
Moon 
Phases.
 

 

The moon’s asTrological Place in december

sA s t r o l o g y

Use the December dates shown in the Moon’s Astrological Place 
calendar below to find the best days for the following garden tasks: 

http://www.almanac.com/moon/calendar/


Mercury in retrograde 
Sometimes the other planets appear 
to be traveling backward through 
the zodiac; this is an illusion. We 
call this illusion retrograde motion. 

Mercury’s retrograde periods 
can cause our plans to go awry. 
However, this is an excellent time 
to reflect on the past. Intuition 
is high during these periods, and 
coincidences can be extraordinary.

When Mercury is retrograde, 
remain flexible, allow extra time for 
travel, and avoid signing contracts. 
Review projects and plans at these 
times, but wait until Mercury is 
direct again to make any final 
decisions. 

Mercury will next be retrograde 
from January 5 to 25, 2016.

–Celeste Longacre



See the Northern Lights with 
The Old Farmer’s Almanac!
Join us in Alaska to see the aurora borealis from March 8–13, 2016.  

Led by the Almanac’s astronomy editor, Bob Berman,  
this 6-day, 5-night adventure promises to be the trip of a lifetime.    

By night, behold the blazing and magical curtains of light. By day, tour Alaska!

“Curtains of white 
and green light draped 

over us. It seemed  
like we could reach up 

and touch the folds.” 
–Nancy V., Ventura, CA, 

about a Bob Berman trip

Space is limited! For details and reservations, 
visit Almanac.com/Tours or call 845–901–7049.

Highlights include:  
• accommodations, most meals
• luxury bus transport in Alaska
•  Museum of the North, 

University of Alaska Fairbanks
•  World Ice Art Championships

• dog sledding
• hot springs pool
•  astronomy lectures
• photography tutorial
• train tour of Mount McKinley 
• and much, much more!

Top photo: Senior Airman Joshua Strang, USAF; Ice Sculpture photo: FairbanksMike

http://www.almanac.com/content/old-farmers-almanac-tours-and-travel


Asterisms and Meteors  
Rule the Sky

I
t’s human nature to search for patterns; that’s how the 
constellations of the night sky came to be. The ancients 
gazed at the heavens and saw kings and queens, heroes and 

warriors, lions and eagles. Different cultures saw different 
patterns. It was not until modern times that astronomers 
agreed to divide the sky into 88 official constellations. By 
definition, every star belongs to one of the 88 constellations.  

Is EvEry star In a constEllatIon?

Y
es! Each constellation is defined as an area of the sky 
with specific boundaries, like a map of the United States 
divided into states. Every star lies within the boundaries 

of a constellation, just like every U.S. resident dwells within 
the boundaries of one of the states. All of the stars within the 

s
ssa s t r o n o m y

app extra! 
tap to get  
a printable  
december  
sky map
 
app extra! 
tap to  
follow  
ohioan jeff 
detray’s sky 
advEnturEs

 

 

http://www.almanac.com/content/sky-maps-star-charts-december-2015
http://www.astronomyboy.com
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boundaries of a constellation are part of the constellation even though they 
are not part of the “stick figure.”

A
lthough the number of constellations is fixed by international 
agreement at 88, within these 88 official star patterns are many smaller, 
unofficial patterns known as asterisms. Asterisms are typically made up 

of the brightest stars in a constellation. There are several notable asterisms 
in the December sky.

L
ooking north, as shown on this month’s Sky Map, the constellation 
Cassiopeia, the Queen, hangs high in the sky. Cassiopeia contains many 
stars, but it’s the big “W” asterism that catches the eye (even though 

it looks more like a big “M” at this time of year). The big “W” includes the 
five brightest stars in Cassiopeia. It’s a case where the asterism completely 
dominates the constellation.

A similar example is the Little Dipper asterism, which sits below Cassiopeia 
in the constellation Ursa Minor, the Lesser Bear. The stars of the Little Dipper 

map of constellation boundaries
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are the brightest in the Ursa Minor constellation.
The sinuous body of Draco, the Dragon, loops around the bowl of the 

Little Dipper. Follow the body to the left until you come to the four-sided 
asterism forming the head of the Dragon. Here the asterism is only a small 
part of a much larger constellation.

Above Draco is Cepheus, the King (Cassiopeia is his queen). The main 
portion of Cepheus is the House asterism, which clearly resembles a child’s 
drawing of a home, albeit tipped on its side.

To the left of Cepheus is Cygnus, the Swan. His beak is down and to the 
left; his tail is the bright star Deneb. But within the body of the Swan are 
five bright stars forming the Northern Cross asterism, with Deneb at its top. 
The Northern Cross asterism is often visible even when the larger portion of 
Cygnus is too dim to see.

Finally, on the right side of the map, is Auriga, the Charioteer, which 
contains the lopsided Pentagon asterism.

From a not-very-dark location, you can often spot an asterism even 
when most of the stars in a constellation are too dim to be seen. And since 
asterisms are entirely unofficial, you are free to give a name of your own to 
any distinctive pattern of stars that catches your eye!

W
hile you’re eyeing the sky, don’t miss the annual Geminid meteor 
shower on the nights of both December 13 and 14. The Geminids 
are one of the best and most reliable meteor showers of the year. The 

Moon will be a slim crescent, so it won’t interfere with meteor viewing. As 
long as the sky is clear and you’re in a dark location, expect to see a shooting 
star per minute in any part of the sky from darkness to the wee hours. If your 
schedule or curiosity allows, you might also see some meteors a few nights 
before and after these dates, too.

–Jeff DeTray

The Geminids are one of the best and most  
reliable meteor showers of the year.



Veranda Heat Index  
& WIndCHIll GauGe
Outdoor activities are safer and more  
pleasurable when you can prepare for  
the elements. This brass thermometer  
reports both the actual and the “feels 
like” temperature. $79.99
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winter essentials

alpaCa fleeCe 
soCks
The cure for cold feet! 
Warmer than sheep’s 
wool, alpaca fleece is 
soft and comfy, and 
wicks away moisture,  
making these the 
ultimate winter socks.  
$21.95–$24.95

balsam fIr 
pIlloWs
Traditionally 
given as a sign 
of friendship, 
these pillows 
weigh about 
3 pounds 
and feature a 
long-lasting 
Christmas tree 
scent!  $26.95

Buy

Buy

Buy

Certified  
OrganiC SOap 

gift BOx
Made in small batches 
with a pedal-powered 

mixer, this premium 
soap set includes 

five popular scents: 
lavender rosemary, 
lemongrass ginger, 

cinnamon clove, 
oatmeal honey, and 

lavender avocado.
$19.95

Buy

http://store.almanac.com/store/home-goods/home-decor-more/balsam-fir-pillows
http://store.almanac.com/store/home-goods/home-decor-more/alpaca-socks
http://store.almanac.com/product/veranda-heat-index-windchill-gauge
http://store.almanac.com/product/organic-soap-gift-boxed
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Use Snow  
and Ice  

in the    
Kitchen

(So, these ideas are a little flaky!)
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photo: pixabay

I t’s winter! in central new Hampshire where i live, snow 
from the first big storm of the season is falling and ice has 
covered the pond behind my house.

i’ll get a lot of exercise today and tomorrow shoveling pathways, 
de-icing the driveway, and snowshoeing in the adjacent woods.

snow and ice can be cold comfort in the kitchen. if you don’t have any 
just outside your kitchen door, use cubed or crushed ice from your freezer 
to benefit in these ways:

Make Snow Cream 
Many parts of the nation consider this mixture of fresh snow, sugar, milk 
(cream, evaporated milk, or half-and-half), and vanilla extract a winter 
treat. i’ve tasted it but never made it myself. if you do make it, work fast or 
make it outside just before serving to keep your snow cream cold. Don’t be 
afraid to add some berries!

Snow cream with 
sliced almonds and 
cheesecake chunks



Make Maple Sugar On Snow
Growing up in Vermont in a family with many farmer relatives, every 
spring I sampled the world’s most fabulous candy. Anyone can make 
it. Collect clean, fresh snow and pack it hard into small bowls. Leave 
it outdoors until you’re ready. Boil some maple syrup until a bit of it 
dribbled into cold water forms a ball that you can lift out with your 
fingers. Drizzle onto the bowl of snow, where the syrup will harden into 
a soft maple leather. Pull it off and pop it into your mouth. Indescribable 
sweet pleasure! Chasing it with a sour dill pickle cuts the sweetness and 
enables you to keep eating.

Thicken a Salad Dressing
Throw a chunk of ice into your oil-and-vinegar dressing, shake, and then 
remove the ice. The ice will have formed a thick emulsion, allowing the 
dressing to distribute itself evenly over your salad without separating.

Fluff Up Rice 
If you’re reheating leftover rice or another grain dish, toss a couple of ice 
cubes or a small ball of fresh snow into the dish before microwaving.

–Margaret Boyles

l i v i n g  n a t u r a l l y

photo: Martin Cloutier/shutterstoCk

tap to read 
more of 

margaret 
boyles’s posts 

in her Living 
naturaLLy 

bLog.

 

Maple sugar candy

http://www.almanac.com/blog/home-health/natural


Our famous long-range weather predictions—and ALL of the content of 
America’s best-selling and oldest annual publication—are at your fingertips.

•Flip-page technology (similar to a book)

•Classic Plus edition—features 32 extra reference pages loaded with tips

•Enlargeable type. Zoom for easier reading!

•Print, save, and share

•NO SHIPPING

Click here to buy the Online Edition in our General Store:
Almanac.com 

Only $4.95 for an entire year of wit and wisdom!

Or, go directly to iTunes, Amazon, Nook, Google Play, or Kobo.

The Almanac is the perfect way to make every day  
special throughout the year!

The 2016 Old Farmer’s Almanac

online ediTion!
Now enjoy INSTANT ACCESS to the Almanac  

from your tablet and computer

http://www.almanac.com/product/2016-old-farmers-almanac-online-edition
http://www.almanac.com/product/2016-old-farmers-almanac-online-edition
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/the-old-farmers-almanac-2016/id998154546?mt=11
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https://play.google.com/store/books/details/Old_Farmer_s_Almanac_The_Old_Farmer_s_Almanac_2016?id=i6QIBgAAQBAJ
https://store.kobobooks.com/en-US/ebook/the-old-farmer-s-almanac-2016
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An Armchair  
Adventure

  Winter 
Landscaping

pussy willows
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I mAgine A window 
view of a landscape that 
is alive with color and 
texture: bright yellow, 

red, and white flowers bursting 
into bloom and lush green, 
blue, and golden foliage. now 
imagine it in winter. By learning 
a bit about plants that exhibit 
interesting winter features, you 
can create a garden that will 
stand out in every season.

Believe it or not, there are a 
few plants that bloom in winter. 
The Christmas rose, the earliest-
blooming hellebore, produces 
persistent white flowers with just 
a hint of pink in december and 
January. in the Far north, witch 
hazel hybrids flower in February 
and march with fragrant yellow, 
red, and orange blooms, along with 
many varieties of pussy willows.

Flowers actually play only a 
small role in making a winter 
garden sparkle. Rich green 
hemlocks and light wispy pines 
provide screens and backdrops, 
while weeping blue spruce, ‘old 
gold’ juniper, and the columnar 
‘emerald green’ arborvitae 
provide pleasing shapes and 
colors. Broad-leaf evergreens 
like blue holly,‘emerald gold’ 
euonymous, laurels, and 
small-leaf rhododendrons add 

witch hazel
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photo: wildfeuer/wikimedia

The silhouettes of trees, 
like the contorted filbert 

with its spiraling, 
corkscrew-like branches, 

become focal points.
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still more color and texture. 
many berries hang on long 
into winter. The red berries of 
highbush cranberries, hollies, 
and hawthorns; the red, yellow, 
purple, and bronze fruit of 
crabapples; and the variety of 
fruit and berries offered by 
cherries, viburnums, and roses 
can be considered the flowers of 
winter. Add to these the vividly 
colored stems of red osier and 
yellow-twig dogwoods.

W iThouT TheiR 
leaves, trees 
and shrubs 
reveal an 

inner beauty. The exfoliating 
cinnamon-red bark of the 
paperbark maple and stark 
rough exterior of the black 
cherry now become dominant 
features. The silhouettes of trees, 
like the contorted filbert with 
its spiraling, corkscrew-like 
branches, become focal points, 
signing their signatures with 
shadows on the snow.

You can’t really do much 
about planting a winter 
landscape now, but it is the time 
for planning and dreaming—
and choosing a window to put 
your armchair by.

–George Lohmiller

highbush cranberries

christmas rose

crabapples
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Without their leaves, 
trees and shrubs, such 

as this paperbark maple, 
reveal an inner beauty. 

tap for  
more about 
ornamental 
trees.

 

http://www.almanac.com/content/ornamental-trees


Cook Up Some Comfort!
America’s most trusted Almanac 
brings you America’s tastiest 
comfort food in a NEW  
cookbook. You’ll find every dish 
you love, every recipe you want: 
More than 200 recipes, plus 
140 timesaving tips for  
bringing great-tasting recipes to 
the table, each one guaranteed 
to keep family and friends  
coming back for more!

Get yours today at:
Almanac.com/ComfortFood

Also available for purchase as an eBook or wherever books are sold.

http://store.almanac.com/product/comfort-food-cookbook
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Warning:
It’s Fruitcake Season!
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Soon they will be upon us—
hundreds of them. Sodden with 
alcohol, their massive bodies 
bulging with strange green 

protuberances, they will attack us at our 
homes, at our friends’ homes, at our 
offices. there is no escape! It is the hour 
of the fruitcake.

It seems incomprehensible that 
something so many people find unsavory 
should be so much a part of a season of 
celebration, of feasting and sharing. But 
sometimes, the inexplicable has its own 
logic. “It’s not necessary for foods with a 
ceremonial significance to be palatable,” 
explained George Armelagos, coauthor 
of Consuming Passions: The Anthropology 
of Eating (houghton Mifflin, 1980). “the 
symbol is much more important than the 
taste itself.” 

We respectfully disagree and thus have 
gathered several recipes that are sure to 
change your ideas about fruitcake. Maybe 
next year, your guests will even request it!

  –Deborah Papier
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tap for  
recipe+

brazil nut 

fruitcake

 
tap for  
recipe+

chocolate 

fruitcake

 
tap for  
recipe+

spiced ginger nut 

fruitcake



f o o d

 
share  
this  
recipe

Brazil Nut fruitcake
this recipe was perfected by Mother Mary Clare in 
the monastery kitchen of the St. Scholastica Priory in 
Petersham, Massachusetts. Be forewarned: Brazil nuts 
are hard to find already shelled, so factor in about an 
hour for shelling a pound. 

1 pound dried apricots, finely chopped
1 pound dates, finely chopped
1 cup fresh cranberries, rinsed and chopped 
1 pound shelled Brazil nuts, finely chopped
1/2 cup sugar
3/4 cup unbleached all-purpose flour
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon baking powder
2 eggs
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
2 tablespoons sherry or brandy, divided

1. Preheat oven to 275°F. thoroughly grease a 9x5-inch 
loaf pan.

2. In a bowl, combine the fruit and nuts.

3. In a separate bowl, combine all dry ingredients and 
whisk to blend. Add fruit and nuts and mix thoroughly. 

4. In another bowl, beat eggs until foamy. Add vanilla 
and 1 tablespoon of sherry and beat until blended. Stir 
into flour, fruit, and nut mixture until smooth.

5. Pack firmly into prepared pan. Bake for 1 hour, or 
until gently browned and firm to the touch. When cool, 
brush on remaining sherry.

Makes 1 loaf.

http://www.almanac.com/recipe/brazil-nut-fruitcake
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chocolate Fruitcake
More a cake than a fruitcake, this winning combination of 
chocolate and dried cherries will keep for up to a week stored in 
a tightly covered container.

CAKE:
1/2 cup dried cherries
1/2 cup golden raisins
1/2 cup (1 stick) butter
1 cup sugar
1/4 cup cocoa powder
3 eggs, separated
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1-1/4 cups all-purpose flour

1 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1/2 cup chopped nuts

GLAZE:
4 ounces unsweetened 

chocolate
2/3 cup chocolate chips
1 cup (2 sticks) butter
2 tablespoons corn syrup

FOR CAKE:
1. Cover cherries and raisins in hot water and soak for 15 minutes.

2. Preheat oven to 325°F. Grease an 8- or 9-inch tube pan, line 
with wax paper, and grease wax paper.

3. In a bowl, add butter and sugar and beat until creamy. Add 
cocoa powder, egg yolks, and vanilla and beat until smooth.

4. In a separate bowl, combine flour, baking powder, and 
cinnamon and whisk to blend. Beat the flour mixture into the 
cocoa mixture alternately with 1/2 cup of water, until smooth.

5. Beat egg whites until stiff and gently fold into the batter. 

6. Drain cherries and raisins and stir them, along with nuts, into 
the batter.

7. Pour batter into prepared pan. Bake for 1 hour, or until a 
toothpick inserted into the center comes out clean. Cool and 
frost with chocolate glaze.

FOR GLAZE:
Melt unsweetened chocolate and chocolate chips in a double 
boiler over hot water. Stir in butter, one tablespoon at a time. 
Add corn syrup, stirring mixture until it reaches spreading 
consistency.                                                        

http://www.almanac.com/recipe/chocolate-fruitcake
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spiced GinGer nut Fruitcake
Wrapped in foil and stored in an airtight container, this cake will 
keep for 4 to 5 days. To double its storage life, pour 1/4 cup of 
sherry or bourbon over the top while it is cooling in the pan.

1 cup chopped pecans or  
walnuts

1/2 cup chopped dried pineapple
1/2 cup chopped dried 

cranberries
1/2 cup golden raisins
1/2 cup finely chopped candied 

ginger
1 tablespoon lemon zest
1/2 cup (1 stick) butter, softened

3/4 cup sugar
2 eggs, separated
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1-1/4 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking powder
1/2 teaspoon ground ginger
1/2 teaspoon ground cloves
1/2 cup apple cider
1/4 cup apricot jam

1. Preheat oven to 275°F. Grease an 8-1/2x4-1/2-inch loaf pan, 
line with wax paper, and grease wax paper.

2. In a bowl, combine nuts, fruit, candied ginger, and lemon zest. 

3. In a separate bowl, add butter and sugar and beat until 
creamy. Beat in egg yolks, one at a time, and then vanilla.

4. In another bowl, combine flour, baking powder, ground 
ginger, and cloves. Add to butter mixture alternately with cider 
and stir until smooth. Stir in fruit mixture. 

5. Beat egg whites until stiff, then gently fold into batter.

6. Pour batter into prepared pan and bake for 75 minutes, or 
until the top is golden and a toothpick inserted into the center 
comes out clean. Let cool in the pan for 30 minutes, then turn 
out onto a cooling rack.

7. In a pan over low heat, melt jam, then brush on top of cake.

Makes 1 loaf.                                                    

http://www.almanac.com/recipe/spiced-ginger-nut-fruitcake
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“It Was so 
Cold that . . .”

When The Big Chill hits Canada, 
things can get downright scary.



w e a t h e r

Canadians know cold. 
And when they talk about it, you pay attention. These reports caught  

our eye, not only because they made us shiver, but also because  
more often than not they were prefaced with “I swear this is true.” Some of 

these accounts may indeed be apocryphal, but taken together, they give  
new meaning to the phrase “It was so cold that . . . .”

–51°F
Outside of town, 
you could hear 
the school bus 

creaking 10 
to 15 minutes 

before it reached 
the driveway; 
Saskatoon, 

Saskatchewan; 
January 1938.–45°F

When cattle peed, they had to keep moving so 
that the icicles they made didn’t freeze them to the 

ground; southern Saskatchewan; January 1938.

–73°F
The snapping cold 
made sleds squeak  

so loudly that it 
scared the horses; 

Iroquois Falls, 
Ontario; January 23, 

1935.

–45°F
In Kapuskasing, 

Ontario, tires 
fell off the rims 
of cars, January 

15, 1994.

–43°F
Several children got 

stuck to their playground 
equipment and had to be 
thawed off; Moosomin, 

Saskatchewan; December 
19, 1983.

–54°F
When a Winnipeg hotel 
caught fire, a person 
trapped by the flames 

simply poured a pitcher 
of water out the window 
and slid down the icicle; 

December 24, 1879.



A hotel guest trapped by flames 
poured a pitcher of water out the 
window and slid down the icicle.

w e a t h e r

–43°F
Winnipeg’s old 

downtown Louise 
Bridge over the Red 
River shrank more 
than 5-1/2 inches; 
February 1, 1996. 

Frigid Factoids
Seawater freezes at 29°F.

Because mercury freezes at –38°F, 
alcohol is used in thermometers in 
colder zones. It freezes at –173°F.

Fifty to 70 percent of body heat is lost 
through the top of your head, but only 
if the rest of your body is covered up. 

(Your mother was right, as usual.)
–David Phillips, senior climatologist,

Environment Canada

–22° to –40°F
Lake Ontario froze hard enough for 

motorists to drive safely between 
Toronto, Ont., and Rochester, N.Y., 

over the lake—if the wheels on their 
cars would turn; February 1934. Lake 
Ontario has completely frozen over 
only twice in history: February 1934 

and the winter of 1874–75.

–46°F
Smoke froze in the 

chimney and choked out 
the fire, and ravens just 
nodded at each other 
rather than squawking; 

Rivers, Manitoba; 1948. 



a m u s e m e n t

photo: joyce vincent/shutterstock

 
 
 

Why the Midwest Is SquareEver wonder about all of  those right angles?



a m u s e m e n t

C redit for the squaring of the Midwest 
is often given to thomas hutchins, the first 
geographer of the United States. due partially to 

his influence, in 1785, Congress passed a law stipulating 
that the Midwest would be surveyed in a grid pattern of 
6-mile squares, each square (or township) to be further 
subdivided into 36 1-mile squares (sections) of 640 acres 
each. Surveying the first tract, hutchins stuck his Jacob 
staff on the north bank of the ohio river, square on the 
Pennsylvania border, and ran a line due west 42 miles. 
And so it went.

Many towns, even before they were platted, were set 
aside as 1-mile squares. Platting started with a public 
square, then little squares or blocks pushed out in all 
directions until they ran blindly into a river or lake. thus 
began the pattern of land survey that was to persist 
throughout the rest of the country, with few exceptions. 
the pattern provided a way to locate precisely any piece 
of land within a tract to be surveyed. 

Many towns, 
even before 

they were 
platted, were 
set aside as 

1-mile squares.



B lAMe for the squaring of the Midwest goes to 
the road builders. A survey line is only a mark 
on a map, not visible on the land like a river or 

three oak trees growing from one root. in hill country, 
delineations of roadway by necessity followed the lines 
of least resistance. When the lines reached the flat land 
of indiana and illinois, it became possible to mark them 
physically. roads were built on the section lines.

At least it is impossible to get lost: heading west on a 
township road, you can count the perpendicular roads you 
pass and know how many miles you have gone. if the road 
you are on ends at a river, you just take a right angle and go 
until you find another east-west road that crosses the river. 

U nfortUnAtely, you can’t lay down a 
straight line on a curved surface for very far. 
furthermore, a magnetic compass will not keep 

to a consistently straight line over a great distance. for 
both of these reasons, Squaredom is not nearly as accurate 
as the square mind would like it to be. Many 640-acre 
sections of land actually contain a few more or a few less 
acres than 640. the extras may have been added on to 
all of the quarters of a section, or they may, as in illinois, 
all have been thrown into the northwest quarter, so that 
three-fourths of the land possesses undefiled rectitude.

Another kind of inaccuracy is inherent in the rectitude 
of forcing imperfect earth into perfect geometric squares: 
deeply undulating terrain contains considerably more 
surface acreage than flat terrain of the same survey 
dimensions. And for that, many Midwesterners are grateful.  

–adapted from an article by Gene Logsdon

Squaredom 
is not nearly 
as accurate 

as the square 
mind would 
like it to be.

a m u s e m e n t
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We derive our weather forecasts from a secret formula 
that was devised by the founder of this Almanac, Robert B. 
Thomas, in 1792. Thomas believed that weather on Earth 
was influenced by sunspots, which are magnetic storms on 
the surface of the Sun.

Over the years, we have refined and enhanced this for-
mula with state-of-the-art technology and modern scien-
tific calculations. We employ three scientific disciplines to 
make our long-range predictions: solar science, the study of 
sunspots and other solar activity; climatology, the study of 
prevailing weather patterns; and meteorology, the study of 
the atmosphere. We predict weather trends and events by 
comparing solar patterns and historical weather conditions 
with current solar activity. 

Our forecasts emphasize temperature and precipitation 
deviations from averages, or normals. These are based on 
30-year statistical averages prepared by government meteo-
rological agencies and updated every 10 years. Most-recent 
tabulations span the period 1981 through 2010. 

We believe that nothing in the universe happens haphaz-
ardly, that there is a cause-and-effect pattern to all phenom-
ena. However, although neither we nor any other forecast-
ers have as yet gained sufficient insight into the mysteries of 
the universe to predict the weather with total accuracy, our 
results are almost always very close to our traditional claim 
of 80 percent.

How We Make Our predictions

Tap To find   
ouT The  
weather  
history of  
the day. 
 
Love aLL 
Things     
weaTher? 
tap for the 
weather 
folklore 
of the day.

ssw e a t h e r  f o r e c a s t s

celsius-fahrenheit table

holly berries shining red,
Mean a long winter, ’tis said. 

 

 

http://www.almanac.com/weather/history/today
http://www.almanac.com/weather/folklore
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U.S. forecASTS DECember 2015
Region 1: noRtheast 
Temp. 24° (4° below avg.); precip. 4" (1" above avg.). 1–3 Snowstorm. 4–9 
Snow south, sunny north; cold. 10–14 Snowstorm, then snow showers, 
cold. 15–17 Snow, cold. 18–24 Snow showers, cold. 25–31 Snowstorm, then 
rain and snow showers, mild.

Region 2: atlantic coRRidoR
Temp. 37.5° (3° below avg. north, avg. south); precip. 4" (1" above avg.). 
1–5 Snowy periods, cold north; showers, mild south. 6–9 Rain and snow 
showers, cold. 10–13 Rain to snow, then sunny, mild. 14–19 Heavy snow 
north, showers south. 20–23 Sunny, cold. 24–27 Snowstorm, then sunny, 
cold. 28–31 Rainy, mild.

Region 3: appalachians 
Temp. 35° (3° below avg. north, 1° above south); precip. 2.5"  (0.5" below 
avg.). 1–3 Sunny, mild. 4–10 Periods of rain and snow north, showers 
south. 11–13 Sunny, mild. 14–19 Snow showers, cold. 20–23 Sunny, cold. 
24–26 Snowstorm. 27–31 Rain, then sunny, cold.

Region 4: southeast
Temp. 48° (avg. north, 2° above south); precip. 4.5" (1" above avg.). 1–4 
Sunny, turning mild. 5–11 Showers, then sunny, cold. 12–16 Rainy periods, 
mild. 17–21 Sunny, cool. 22–27 Rain to snow, then sunny, cold. 28–31 Rain, 
then sunny, cold.

Region 5: FloRida
Temp. 66° (3° above avg.); precip. 2" (0.5" below avg.). 1–4 Sunny, warm. 
5–10 Scattered showers, warm. 11–16 Sunny, warm. 17–26 A few showers 
north, sunny south; cool. 27–31 Showers, warm.

iF the Milky Way in deceMbeR shoWs cleaR, 
you May saFely count on a FRuitFul yeaR.
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Region 6: loWeR lakes
Temp. 31.5° (3° below avg. east, 2° above west); precip. 2.5"  (0.5" below 
avg.). 1–3 Rain and snow showers. 4–8 Snowstorm, then flurries cold. 9–13 
Snow east, rain west, then rain and snow showers, mild. 14–22 Lake snows 
and snow showers, cold. 23–26 Flurries, cold east; sunny, mild west. 27–31 
Snowstorm, then flurries, cold. 

Region 7: ohio Valley
Temp. 36° (1° below avg.); precip. 4" (1" above avg.). 1–5 Sun, then rainy, 
mild. 6–12 Snow, then showers, mild. 13–16 Snow to rain. 17–23 Snow 
showers, cold. 24–25 Snowstorm. 26–31 Rain, then flurries, cold.

Region 8: deep south
Temp. 49° (1° above avg.); precip. 5"  (avg.). 1–3 Sunny, mild. 4–9 Rainy 
periods, cool. 10–15 Rainy periods north, sunny south; turning mild. 16–21 
Rain, then sunny, cold. 22–24 Snow north, rain south. 25–31 Rain, then 
sunny, cold. 

Region 9: uppeR MidWest
Temp. 15.5° (1° above avg. east, 2° below west); precip. 1.5"  (0.5"  above 
avg.). 1–8 Snow showers, cold. 9–14 Snow showers; mild, then cold. 15–22 
Lake snows east, flurries west; cold. 23–26 Snow showers, mild. 27–31 Lake 
snows east, flurries west; very cold.

Region 10: heaRtland
Temp. 34° (2° above avg.); precip. 1.5" (1"  above avg. north, 0.5" below 
south). 1–2 Sunny, mild. 3–7 Rain to snow, then sunny. 8–11 Rain to snow, 
then sunny, mild. 12–21 Rain and snow, then sunny, cold. 22–26 Rain and 
snow showers, turning mild. 27–31 Heavy snow north, rain south, then 
sunny, very cold.

Region 11: texas–oklahoMa
Temp. 56° (3° above avg.); precip. 1" (1.5" below avg.). 1–5 Sunny, turning cold. 
6–11 Showers, then sunny, warm. 12–18 Showers, then sunny, warm. 19–27 
Scattered t-storms, turning warm. 28–31 Flurries north, sprinkles south; cold.
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Region 12: high plains 
Temp. 25° (3° below avg.); precip. 0.5" (avg.). 1–4 Snowy periods, cold. 5–10 
Snow showers north; sunny, mild south. 11–17 Snow showers, cold north; 
sunny, mild south. 18–23 Sunny, turning mild. 24–31 Snowy periods, turning 
very cold. 

Region 13: inteRMountain
Temp. 31.5° (avg. north, 3° below south); precip. 1.5" (avg.). 1–5 Rain and 
snow showers north, snowstorm south. 6–10 Rain and snow showers, mild 
north; snowstorm central; sunny, cold south. 11–15 Snow showers, cold. 
16–19 Sunny, cold. 20–24 Snow showers, mild. 25–31 Snow, then flurries, 
very cold.

Region 14: deseRt southWest
Temp. 45° (3° below avg.); precip. 0.2" (0.3" below avg.). 1–2 A shower, 
warm. 3–6 Sunny, cool. 7–15 Scattered showers, cool. 16–24 Sunny, cold. 
25–31 Rain and snow showers, then sunny, quite cold. 

Region 15: paciFic noRthWest
Temp. 41° (2° below); precip. 6" (0.5" below avg.). 1–5 Periods of rain, cool. 
6–9 Rainy, mild. 10–11 Sunny, cool. 12–18 Rain and snow, then sunny, 
cold. 19–23 Snow to heavy rain, turning mild. 24–29 Flurries, cold. 30–31 
Rainy, cool.

Region 16: paciFic southWest
Temp. 52° (2° below avg.); precip. 3"  (1" above avg.). 1–5 Showers, then 
sunny, cool. 6–14 Rain, some heavy, cool. 15–17 Sunny, cool. 18–22 Rainy 
periods north, sunny south; cool. 23–24 Sunny. 25–31 Showers, then sunny, 
cold.

Region 17: alaska
Temp. –1° N, 37° S (6° above avg.); precip. 0.2"  N, 5" S (avg.). 1–8 Flurries, 
cold N+C; snowy periods, mild S. 9–19 Snow showers, quite mild N+WC; 
snow, some heavy, mild EC; rain and snow, quite mild SC; clear, then rain 
and snow, mild P+A. 20–25 Snow showers N+C, snowy periods S; cold. 
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26–31 Snow showers, cold N; snow, then flurries, cold C; rain and snow, 
mild S. 

Key: panhandle (p), aleutians (a), north (n), central (c), south (s), west-central 
(Wc), east-central (ec), south-central (sc)

Region 18: haWaii
Temp. 75° (avg.); precip. 10.3" (7" above avg.). 1–4 T-storms, warm. 5–9 
T-storms C, scattered showers E+W; warm. 10–24 Rainy with heavy t-storms 
C, scattered t-storms E+W; warm, then cool. 25–28 Sunny C+E, showers; 
cool. 29–31 T-storms, cool. Key: central (c), east (e), west (W)

canadian forecasts November 2015
Region 1: atlantic canada
Temp. –4°C (1°C below avg.); precip. 110mm (20mm below avg.). 1–7 
Snowstorm, then flurries, cold. 8–10 Snowy periods. 11–17 Heavy rain to 
snow, then snowy periods, cold. 18–22 Stormy; heavy rain, mild north; 
heavy snow south. 23–31 Rain and snow showers, turning mild.

Region 2: southeRn Quebec
Temp. –9°C (2°C below avg.); precip. 95mm (50mm above avg. east, 20mm 
below west). 1–4 Flurries east, snowstorm west and central; cold. 5–10 
Snow showers, cold. 11–15 Snowstorm, then flurries, very cold. 16–20 
Snowy periods, cold. 21–28 Snow showers, turning mild. 29–31 Blizzard 
east, rain to snow west. 

Région 2: Québec du sud
Temp. –9°C (2°C en-dessous de la moy.); précip. 95mm (50mm au-dessus 
de la moy. à l’est, 20mm en–dessous à l’ouest). 1–4 Rafales à l’est, tempête 
de neige à l’ouest et au centre; froid. 5–10 Chutes de neige, froid. 11–15 
Tempête de neige, puis rafales, très froid. 16–20 Périodes de neige, froid. 
21–28 Chutes de neige, avec radoucissement. 29–31 Blizzard à l’est, pluie à 
neige à l’ouest.
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Region 3: southeRn ontaRio
Temp. –5°C (1°C below avg.); precip. 20mm (20mm below avg.). 1–3 Rain 
east, snowstorm central and west. 4–10 Snowy periods; cold east, turning 
mild west. 11–21 Snowy periods, cold. 22–26 Sunny, cold east; snow showers, 
mild west. 27–31 Snow showers; mild, then cold.

Region 4: the pRaiRies
Temp. –12°C (3°C below avg.); precip. 15mm (5mm below avg.). 1–3 
Sunny, cold. 4–9 Flurries; mild, then cold. 10–16 Snow, then snow showers, 
very cold. 17–25 Sunny, turning mild. 26–31 Snow showers; cold, then 
mild.

Region 5: southeRn bRitish coluMbia
Temp. 0°C (1°C below avg.); precip. 150mm (10mm below avg.). 1–7 Rainy 
periods coast, snow showers inland; mild. 8–12 Rainy coast, snowy periods 
inland; turning cold. 13–17 Snow, then flurries; cold. 18–24 Rainy periods 
coast, snow showers inland; turning mild. 25–31 Flurries, turning cold. 

Region 6: yukon
Temp. –18°C (5°C above avg.); precip. 30mm (5mm above avg.). 1–10 
Snow showers, turning mild. 11–20 Snowy periods; cold, then mild. 21–27 
Snow showers, turning very cold. 28–31 Flurries, mild.

Region 7: noRthWest teRRitoRies
Temp. –26°C (avg.); precip. 12mm (avg.). 1–10 Snow showers, mild. 11–14 
Flurries, frigid. 15–19 Snow showers, cold. 20–31 Flurries, mild.
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decembers to remember

A
strong El Niño in November and December should bring abundant 
precipitation to southern California, cool and wet weather to the 
Southeast, and mild temperatures to the northern part of the United 

States and most of Canada.
We continue to expect a change to conditions more like last winter from 

January into March, with above-normal snowfall and colder temperatures in 
the Northeast, and the possibility of near- or below-normal precipitation in 
much of California.

As we enter December, let’s take a look at the other Decembers of the 
current millennium. 

ssw e a t h e r  u p d a t e

photo: youtube.com

2001, Dec. 26–28 
Buffalo, New York, had 65.2 inches 
of snow over a 48-hour period, which 
buried cars, shrubs, trash cans, and 
mailboxes; reached windowsills; and 
swallowed up Christmas lawn displays.

2002, Dec. 4 
An early-season winter storm 
brought 4 to 8 inches of snow and 
ice to much of the eastern United 
States, from the lower Ohio Valley, 
southern Appalachians and into 

tap to 
watch a  
live report 
from  
buffalo, n.y.,  
december 
2001

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j50G3-qBEa0
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photos, from left: storm2k.org; DaviD p. smith/Noaa

the Northeast, with an ice storm in 
the Carolinas described by electric 
utilities provider Duke Power as “the 
worst in the company’s history,” 
with 1.2 million homes losing power.

2003, Dec. 25 
Heavy rains produced flash flooding 
and mud slides in areas of southern 
California that had been ravaged 
by wildfires in October, killing 
16 people at San Bernardino area 
campgrounds.

2004, Dec. 25 
Snow fell in deep South Texas, 
including 12.5 inches in Victoria and 
4.4 inches in Corpus Christi, making 
it their first and second white 
Christmases, respectively.

2005, Dec. 15 
Up to an inch of freezing rain 
caused nearly 700,000 customers to 
lose power from northern Georgia 
northward through the western 
Carolinas.

2006, Dec. 14
Heavy rain and hurricane-force 
wind gusts caused more than $220 
million in damages in Washington 
and Oregon.

2007, Dec. 1–3
Heavy rain and damaging winds 
occurred in much of Washington 
and Oregon, including a gust of 129 
mph at Bay City, Oregon. 

2008, Dec. 11–12
Up to 8 inches of snow fell in Louisiana 
and Mississippi on Dec. 11. The next 
day, the storm brought ice to much of 
New York and New England, leaving 
over 1 million homes and businesses 
without power.

Victoria, texas, 2004

south carolina, 2005
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2009, Dec. 18
Heavy snow closed major airports, 
interstate highways, and rail systems 
from North Carolina to Massachusetts. 

2010, Dec. 25–27
A state of emergency was declared in 
North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, 
New Jersey, Massachusetts, and 
Maine, with up to 32 inches of snow 
and widespread blizzard conditions. 
In New York City, 24.5 inches of 
snow fell.

2011, Dec. 1
Wind speeds as high as 102 mph 
were measured in Centerville, Utah, 
and surrounding cities, with damage 
reported from South Ogden down to 
Bountiful. 

2012, Dec. 25
Up to 40 tornadoes hit the Gulf 
Coast region (including two of EF-3 

intensity), the largest Christmas Day 
tornado outbreak on record.

2013, Dec. 20–23
Freezing rain and snow from the central 
Great Plains into the northeastern 
United States and in south-central 
and eastern Canada caused massive 
damage to power lines, 27 deaths, and 
over $200 million in damages.

2014, Dec. 9–11
A slow-moving storm brought heavy 
precipitation from the mid-Atlantic 
states through New England, with 27 
inches of snow in upstate New York 
and Vermont, up to 1/4 inch of ice in 
the mid-Atlantic, and 6 inches of rain 
in coastal Maine and Massachusetts.

2015
We shall see!

–Michael Steinberg, Old Farmer’s Almanac                 
meteorologist

photo: murDocoNliNe.Net
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national guarD responDing in norfolk, Virginia, 2010
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Q: You say you’re innocent, yet five 
people swore they saw you steal a 
watch.
A: Your Honor, I can produce 500 
people who didn’t see me steal it.

Q: Did you stay all night with this 
man in New York?
A: I refuse to answer that question.
Q: Did you stay all night with this 
man in Chicago?
A: I refuse to answer that question.
Q: Did you stay all night with this man 
in Miami?
A: No.

Q: And lastly, Gary, all your responses 
must be oral, OK?
A: Oral?
Q: How old are you?
A: Oral.

Q: Do you know how far pregnant 
you are right now?
A: I will be 3 months on November 8.
Q: Apparently, then, the date of 
conception was August 8?
A: Yes.
Q: What were you and your husband 
doing at that time?

humor me
grins and groans from the almanac

illustration: Christos GeorGhiou/shutterstoCk

Do You Swear to Tell the Whole Truth? 
These acTual courT TranscripTions raise The quesTion 

of jusT whaT The “whole TruTh” is . . . 

w i t
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Cornered
Bill Jones, the local athletic “champion,” was 
bragging about his physical prowess at the 
local bar. None of the regulars challenged him, 
but a visitor piped up, “I’ll bet you 20 dollars 
that I can wheel something in a wheelbarrow 
for one block and you can’t wheel it back.”
Bill looked the visitor over and decided that 
whatever the stranger could do, he could do 
better. “I’ll take you on,” he said.

The visitor, Bill, and a number of the 
regulars borrowed a wheelbarrow and took it 
to the corner.

 The challenger smiled smugly, rubbed his 
hands, picked up the handles, and turned to 
Bill. 

“OK, Bill,” he said. “Get in.”

illustration: click49/shutterstock

Why Did Kamikaze 
Pilots Wear Helmets?
Need to lose some sleep? 
Ponder these …

1. Why are there interstate 
highways in Hawaii?
2. If nothing ever sticks to 
Teflon, how do they make 
Teflon stick to the pan?
3. Why do we drive on 
parkways and park in driveways?
4. If you’re in a vehicle going 
the speed of light, what 
happens when you turn on the 
headlights?
5. Have you ever imagined 
a world with no hypothetical 
situations?
6. Why do “fat chance” and 
“slim chance” mean the same 
thing?
7. Why isn’t “phonetic” spelled 
the way it sounds?
8. If your nose runs and your 
feet smell, are you built upside 
down?
9. What is another word for 
“thesaurus”?
10. If “pro” is the opposite of 
“con,” is “progress” the opposite 
of “Congress”?
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