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july’s Birth Flower: 
Larkspur or Water Lily
• The larkspur, especially 
white forms, generally 
indicates lightheartedness; 
pink, fickleness; purple,  
first love. 

• The water lily symbolizes 
purity of heart. 

photos: Dr. Charles Mayo, Courtesy of MayoCliniC.org; all others, thinkstoCk

The month of july
Holidays, History, and folklore

Moon View
July’s full Moon, the Full 
Buck Moon, occurs on the 
19th, at 6:57 p.m. EDT. 

c a l e n d a r

tap for more moon phases
 
tap for a video about the  
full buck moon and  
other fun moon facts

 

july’s Zodiac Signs
Cancer: June 21–July 22
Leo: July 23–August 22

Say Happy 
Birthday!
Today, the 
only thing 

that is 
permanent is 

change.
–Dr. Charles Mayo, 
American surgeon 
(b. July 19, 1865; d. 

May 26, 1939)

tap for more about the  
language of flowers 

Folklore Fun
Whatever July and August  
do not boil, 
September can not fry.

https://www.almanac.com/moon/calendar
https://www.almanac.com/video/full-moon-july
https://www.almanac.com/content/meaning-flowers
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July 8: Sieur de Monts National Monument                  
established, 1916
In the 1800s, George B. Dorr and Charles W. Eliot recognized 
the beauty of Maine’s Mount Desert Island region and worked 
to preserve it from development so that all could enjoy its 
natural treasures. Thanks to their efforts and those of many 
others, on this day in 1916, President Wilson established Sieur 
de Monts National Monument (named for Pierre Du Gua de 
Monts, a 17th-century lieutenant-general of New France). 
In 1919, the name changed to Lafayette National Park, and 
then, in 1929, it became Acadia National Park, in honor of the 
former French colony of Acadia. The park covers 47,000 acres 
of the mountains, woodlands, shorelines, and lakes of Mount 
Desert Island and nearby lands. The park’s Cadillac Mountain 
is one of the first places in the United States to see the Sun rise.

July 17: Florida territory  
Transferred to U.S., 1821
On this day, Spain formally relinquished 
Florida to the United States. The 
ceremony, led by General Andrew 
Jackson and Spanish Governor Don José 
Callava, took place in Plaza Ferdinand 
VII in Pensacola. The arrangement was 
part of the Adams–Onís Treaty of 1819, 
negotiated by Secretary of State John 
Quincy Adams and Don Luis de Onís, 
Spanish minister to the United States.

ThiS MONTh iN hiSTOry

Photos, from left: noaa/wikimedia; thinkstock

Tap FOR 
answeR+

Q: How 
do you 

pronounce 
tHe “desert” 

in “Mount 
desert 

island”?

?



A: “Desert” is usually 
pronounced as “dessert,” 
with emphasis on the 
second syllable, due to 
its French origins.
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Q: How is the star Sirius related  to the 
ancient egyptian calendar?

a: In ancient Egypt, the Nile River flooded each year, 
usually beginning in July. The people welcomed this event, 
called the Inundation, because the floodwaters brought 
rich soil needed to grow crops in what was otherwise a 
desert. No one in Egypt knew exactly when the flooding 
would start, but they noticed a coincidence that gave them 
a clue: The waters started to surge on the days when Sirius 
began to rise just prior to the Sun (called a “heliacal” 
rising). Sirius and the Inundation became so important to 
the Egyptians’ survival that they based the date of their new 
year on the star’s first appearance in the eastern horizon.

DiD You Know?
• Sirius is the brightest star in 
the sky, if you don’t count the 
Sun. Under the right conditions, 
it can even be seen with the 
naked eye during the day. It is in 
the constellation Canis Major, 
meaning “Greater Dog,” hence its nickname Dog Star. 

• The ancient Egyptian goddess Sopdet, and later Isis, 
personified this star. The Greek word for Sopdet was Sothis.

• Due to a very slow wobble of Earth’s axis, Sirius now 
rises several weeks later than it did in ancient times. Its 
ascension no longer coincides with what would have been 
the start of the Nile flood if the river were not controlled, as 
it is today, by the Aswan Dam. 

calendar q&a

photo: celestia/wikimedia

Tap FOR 
answeR+

Tap FOR 
answeR+

Q: what 
event 

DiD SiriuS 
heralD to 

the ancient 
GreeKS? 

Q: what 
inSectS have 

tieS to SiriuS? 

?



A: Unlike the Egyptians, the ancient 
Greeks (and Romans) were not pleased 
by Sirius’s appearance. For them, the 
star signaled the beginning of the 
hot season, which brought drought, 
disease, and discomfort. Some people 
believed that the summer swelter 
was due to the combined heat from 
Sirius and the Sun. (In fact, the Latin 
word sirius comes from the Greek 
seirios, meaning “scorching.”) These 
uncomfortable, unhealthy days were 
called the Dog Days, named after the 
(innocent) Dog Star. Traditionally, Dog 
Days last for 40 days, beginning on July 
3 and ending on August 11.

A: Dog-day cicadas. These 
nonperiodical, or annual, cicada 
species start singing during the Dog 
Days of summer (July 3–August 11), 
a time of hot weather once thought to 
have been caused by Sirius (Dog Star). 
Dog-day cicadas live in many parts 
of North America, appearing each 
year in small numbers because, unlike 
periodical cicadas, they do not all 
mature at the same time.



Also get FREE SHIPPING  
when you order the new Garden 

Guide and our Cooking Fresh  
cookbook together!

The 2016 Old Farmer’s Almanac 
Garden Guide
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     “USEFUL, WITH A PLEASANT DEGREE OF HUMOR”

  The Original Farmer’s Almanac 

No.CCXXV

Garden 
Guide

The Old Farmer’s almanac 2016   

Special Edition

Small Spaces

Big
Harvest

Trending  

Heirloom 

Blooms

Grow a  
Salsa  

Garden!

Easy  Landscapes for Dry  Climates

9 Simple 
Veggie

Recipes
Did you win our  

recipe contest?  
Find out inside!ISBN 978-1-57198-697-9

SHIPPING Now!

LEARN MoRE
Printed in the USA

Combo reg. 
$14.98

now only 
$9.98
save 33%speCial 

bundle!

https://store.almanac.com/product/2016-old-farmers-almanac-garden-guide-deal


s
s

Personal
Begin diet to lose weight: 23, 27, 31
Begin diet to gain weight: 9, 14
Cut hair to encourage growth: 10–12
Cut hair to discourage growth: 22, 23, 

27, 28
Have dental care: 8, 9
Quit smoking: 23, 27, 31
Wean children: 23, 27, 31

around the house
Can, pickle, or make sauerkraut: 3, 22, 23
End projects: 3
Start projects: 5

outdoors
Begin logging: 18, 19
Go camping: 15–17
Go fishing: 4–19
Set posts or pour concrete: 18, 19

In the Garden
Destroy pests and weeds: 24–26
Graft or pollinate: 3, 4, 31
Prune to encourage growth: 6, 7,  

16, 17
Prune to discourage growth: 24–26
Plant aboveground crops: 5, 13, 14
Plant belowground crops: 3, 22, 23
Harvest aboveground crops: 8, 9
Harvest belowground crops: 27, 28

on the Farm
Breed animals: 13, 14
Castrate animals: 20, 21
Cut hay: 24–26
Set eggs: 19–21
Slaughter livestock: 13, 14
Wean animals: 23, 27, 31

sa s t r o l o g y

Best Days
These July dates, deemed to be propitious in astrology, are based on the 
astrological passage of the Moon. However, consider all indicators before 
making any major decisions. –Celeste Longacre

photo: thinkstock
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gardening by the moon’s sign

Plant, transPlant, and graft: Cancer, Scorpio, or Pisces 

Harvest: Aries, Leo, Sagittarius, Gemini, or Aquarius 

Build/fix fences or garden Beds: Capricorn 

control insect Pests, Plow, and weed: Aries, Gemini,  
Leo, Sagittarius, or Aquarius 

Prune: Aries, Leo, or Sagittarius. During a waxing Moon, pruning 
encourages growth; during a waning Moon, it discourages growth. 

1  Gemini
2  Gemini
3  Cancer
4  Cancer
5  Cancer
6  Leo
7  Leo 
8  Virgo

  9  Virgo
10  Libra
11  Libra
12  Libra
13  Scorpio
14  Scorpio
15  Sagittarius
16  Sagittarius

17  Sagittarius
18  Capricorn
19  Capricorn
20  Aquarius
21  Aquarius
22  Pisces
23  Pisces
24  Aries

25  Aries
26  Aries
27  Taurus
28  Taurus
29  Gemini
30  Gemini
31  Cancer

+
tap for 
Mercury in 
retrograde 
dates
 
App extrA! 
tap for july 
Moon Phases
 

 

The moon’s asTrological Place in july

sA s t r o l o g y

Use the July dates shown in the Moon’s Astrological Place 
calendar below to find the best days for the following garden tasks: 

PhoTo: ThinkSToCk

httpS://www.almanac.com/moon/calendar/


Mercury in retrograde 
Sometimes the other planets 
appear to be traveling backward 
through the zodiac; this is an 
illusion. We call this illusion 
retrograde motion. 

Mercury’s retrograde periods 
can cause our plans to go awry. 
However, this is an excellent time 
to reflect on the past. Intuition 
is high during these periods, and 
coincidences can be extraordinary.

When Mercury is retrograde, 
remain flexible, allow extra time for 
travel, and avoid signing contracts. 
Review projects and plans at these 
times, but wait until Mercury is 
direct again to make any final 
decisions. Mercury will be  
retrograde from august 30–
September 22, and december 19–
January 9, 2017.

–Celeste Longacre



The Big Dipper Points the Way

T 
he Big Dipper, in the constellation Ursa Major, the 
Greater Bear, is one of the brightest and most easily 
recognized asterisms (unofficial star patterns) in the 

night sky. Depending on the time of year and the time of 
night, the Big Dipper will often appear upside down or 
sideways. Late at night in mid-July, however, the Big Dipper 
is very easy to spot. It’s almost right side up, with its handle 
curving to the upper left and its bowl on the right, as shown 
on this month’s sky map. This makes July an ideal time to 
learn how the Big Dipper can help you to navigate the sky.

Various parts of the Big Dipper’s bowl and handle can 
serve as pointers to other stars and constellations. The first 
set of pointers that every beginning stargazer should learn is 
the two stars forming the outermost side of the Big Dipper’s 
bowl. These are labeled in purple on the sky map. If you 
visually extend the line of these two stars up and away from 
the bowl, you’ll find Polaris, the North Star. Polaris marks 

s
ssa s t r o n o m y

app extra! 
tap to get  
a printable  
JUlY  
sky map
 
app extra! 
tap to  
follow  
ohioan Jeff 
detraY’s sky 
adventures

 

 

http://www.astronomyboy.com
https://www.almanac.com/content/sky-maps-star-charts-july-2016
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the end of the handle of the Little Dipper. Most of the stars of the Little 
Dipper are rather dim; you may see them best if you are far from city lights. 
Polaris, however, should be visible from the suburbs, and the pointers of the 
Big Dipper’s bowl will help you to find it.

There is another set of pointers in the Big Dipper. The first three stars of 
the Big Dipper’s handle point directly to the four-sided Keystone asterism 
in the constellation Hercules, the Hero. The Keystone pointers are labeled 
in orange on this month’s map. Once you have located the Keystone, look 
directly below it for Corona Borealis, the Northern Crown, or Tiara.

T
he final example of Big Dipper helpfulness is a bit more complicated, 
but once learned, it’s easy to remember. A simple phrase summarizes 
this bit of celestial navigation: “Arc to Arcturus, then drive a Spike to 

Spica.” Look for the green dashed lines on the sky map.
If you extend the arc of the Big Dipper’s handle to the left and downward, 

it points directly to the bright star Arcturus in the constellation Boötes, the 
Herdsman. The body of Boötes is often described as kite-shape, and the 
extended arc of the Big Dipper’s handle follows the curved edge of the kite 
on its way to Arcturus.

Once you arrive at Arcturus, straighten out the arc and visually “drive a 
spike” directly to the star Spica (SPY-kuh) in Virgo, the Virgin. And there 
you have it: “Arc to Arcturus, then drive a Spike to Spica.” Along with the Big 
Dipper’s other pointers, it’s an easy way to remember the arrangement of the 
stars and constellations in this part of the sky.

S
peaking of Spica, if you are stargazing on the night of July 11, you’ll 
find the first quarter Moon sitting to the right of Spica. Over the next 
few nights, the Moon will race to the left, passing above the planet Mars 

on July 14 and reaching the vicinity of the planet Saturn on July 15. Adding 
to the bright celestial lights in this region of the sky is the orange-y star 
Antares. The presence of the Moon will drown out the fainter objects, but 
Mars, Saturn, and Antares will shine through the moonlight, creating a most 
attractive scene. 

–Jeff DeTray



AlmAnAc GArden Hod 
GAtHerinG BAsket
Harvest and wash vegetables  
and fruit easily. Many other uses,  
too! Made in the USA. $49.95  
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ALMANAC EXCLUSIVES!

AlmAnAc 
Wooden siGn 
“ode to A coW”
Advice from The 1936 
Old Farmer’s Almanac 
that is still relevant 
today! Made in the 
USA. $25.95

AlmAnAc WeAtHer rock
If the rock is wet, it’s raining.  
If it’s white, it’s snowing . . .   
Made in the USA. $21.95

AlmAnAc sHop siGn
Constructed from heavy-
duty aluminum like a 
street sign for outdoor  
or indoor use. Made in 
the USA. $24.95

learn more

learn more learn more

learn more

https://store.almanac.com/product/pikes-original-maine-garden-hod
https://store.almanac.com/product/almanac-wooden-sign-ode-cow
https://store.almanac.com/product/almanac-weather-rock
https://store.almanac.com/product/old-farmers-almanac-metal-shop-sign
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S av e  R o o m  f o R  S o m e  C o S m o S
They’re The hearT of a summer garden.



Charming, 
carefree 
cosmos is as 

welcome as a delightful 
old friend. Asking little, 
it produces billowy 
masses of glorious, 
3- to 5-inch, daisylike 
flowers in a lovely color 
range of magenta and 
apple-blossom pink, 
bold orange, red and 
yellow, pure white, 
and chocolate-scented 
maroon. Goldfinches 
and butterflies dart in 
and out of the vigorous, 
long-blooming, strong-
stemmed plants, which 

can reach a full 6 feet tall. 
In everything from 

jelly jars to silver urns, 
cosmos adds a distinct 
elegance to bouquets. 
Cut blossoms, with a 
good stem, when they 
first open, and they’ll 
last more than a week 
in water. Strip off lower 
leaves and stick a dozen 
or more into the nearest 
vase. It’s impossible to 
go wrong.

Sow EaSy

Sow cosmos outside into 
the garden by planting 
seeds a few inches apart 

and ¼ inch deep. Expect 
to thin the seedlings 
when they’re taller, 
spacing plants 12 to 18 
inches apart. This may 
look like a lot of room, 
but they will fill out.

In some cases, you 
won’t even have to 
sow seeds. This fall, 
let the spiky-brown 
seed heads blow where 
they will and you may 
find your garden full 
of self-sown cosmos, 
flowering nonstop from 
midsummer until frost. 
Somehow, they’re never 
a nuisance.

G a r d e n i n G

l e t  t h e  s p i k y- b row n  s e e d  h e a d s  b low 
w h e r e  t h e y  w i l l  a n d  yo u  m ay  f i n d  yo u r 
g a r d e n  f u l l  o f  s e l f - s ow n  c o s m o s .



Leave Them 
aLone

Apart from needing 
at least a half-day of 
sunshine, cosmos seems 
to thrive on neglect. 
Grow it in ordinary 
garden soil; a rich soil 

will encourage foliage at 
the expense of bloom. 
Developing plants 
appreciate regular 
moisture yet tolerate 
dry soil, even in a hot, 
arid, sunbaked spot. 
(Think Mexico, where 
they evolved.) 

Give Them 
SupporT

It’s the nature of cosmos 
to branch and sprawl, but 
even 6-foot plants won’t 
topple if you offer them 

some protection from 
strong winds, encourage 
balanced branching by 
pinching out central 
shoots or stem tips, or 
stake them. You can 
also grow them against 
a fence; just remember 
to keep picking blooms, 
which speeds up flower 
development and aids 
branching.

in The Garden 

Tall cosmos look great at 
the back of the garden; 
lower-growing varieties 
hold court at the front 
and middle. Fast-
growing and lustrous, 
they’re invaluable for 
filling in mixed borders 
among perennials such 
as foxgloves, phlox, 
delphiniums, and daisies, 
as well as annuals such 
as poppies, cleome, 

and asters. Dwarf 
cosmos, such as the 
Ladybird series, can 
keep company with 
creeping zinnia, Johnny 
jump-ups, pansies, and 
alchemilla—or grow 
them with a dark-
blue morning glory in 
the background. The 
beautiful, classic, white-
flower ‘Purity’ looks 
spectacular growing 
against the dark-maroon 
‘Niger’ hollyhock or 
a leafy purple basil. 
Cosmos Sonata Series 
looks especially good 
with Bells of Ireland. 
Chocolate cosmos adds 
distinction to a white 
campanula, dianthus, or 
‘Moonshine’ achillea.

–Cynthia Van Hazinga

tap for more growing 
tips 

tap for three common 
cosmos species +

A pA r t  f ro m  n e e d i n g  At  l e A st  
A  h A l f - dAy  o f  s u n s h i n e ,  c o s m o s 

s e e m s  t o  t h r i v e  o n  n e g l e c t. 

G a r d e n i n G

https://www.almanac.com/plant/cosmos


Three’s company
Among the scores of species of cosmos, North American gardeners 
most commonly grow the following:

Cosmos bipinnatus
It appears in single, semidouble, and double forms; in white, reds, and 
pinks of all shades; and in stripes. It has finely cut, feathery foliage and 
large blossoms 4 to 6 inches across on plants 4 to 6 feet tall. Sensation 
Series has large, single, strong-color blooms from white to carmine. 
Early-blooming ‘Daydream’ has overlapping petals that fade to a dark-
pink eye. ‘Sea Shell’ has curious tubular petals, and stunning ‘Picotee’ 
is white with a distinctive crimson picotee edge.

For smaller gardens and containers, Sonata Series, at about 18 inches 
tall, represents a breakthrough. It’s a dwarf version of the single-flower 
cosmos, with the same ferny foliage and the same large blossoms, but 
with a restrained, compact growth, useful all season long in mixed 
beds and borders. It’s very drought-tolerant once it’s settled in.

C. sulphureus
Offering a completely different color palette, sunset-bright C. 
sulphureus is generally more compact and shorter than C. bipinnatus 
and slower to bloom. It thrives where summers are hot, with flowers 
to match: Often semidouble, it is smaller but always yellow, orange, 
or fiery hot red. The variety ‘Bright Lights’, along with Polidor, dwarf 
Ladybird, Sunny, and Sunset Series, continuously produces eye-
catching blossoms on graceful, branching plants that attract scores of 
butterflies. 

C. atrosanguineus
The rich, dark, fragrant, and tender perennial chocolate cosmos is 
something quite different from its cousins. Its haunting blossoms 
actually smell like chocolate candy. 

Unlike other cosmos, chocolate cosmos isn’t tall. In fact, it sprawls, 
which makes it perfect for containers. Its single flowers, almost 3 
inches across, are a dark maroon verging on black. Grow these curious 
flowers with white annual alyssum for a stunning combination. 
Chocolate cosmos forms tubers hardy only to USDA Zone 9, so most 
northerners will have the best luck growing it as an annual.



http://gardenplanner.almanac.com


illustrations: special font, shokultd/shutterstock; background, stournsaeh/shutterstock

HouseHold

l i v i n g  n a t u r a l l y



l i v i n g  n a t u r a l l y

personal observation, a concrete seasonal 
reference, a pivotal word or turning 
point that introduces an insight/shock 
of awareness, and all in only three lines 
of text totaling 17 syllables: These are the 
traditional components of the classical 
Japanese poetic form known as haiku.  

I try to write a haiku every day. I recommend 
it! I call my poems  “household haiku” or 
“homestead haiku” because they record 
everyday occurrences as I go about my day.

What does writing haiku have to do with 
healthy, frugal living?

Cheap therapy! 
I started writing haiku a few years ago, when I 

began developing haiku-writing workshops to 
help adults improve their writing. I suspected 
that regular haiku practice could help people 
to write more succinctly and express more in 
fewer words.

I didn’t expect that maintaining a regular 
haiku practice would also deepen my powers 
of observation and concentration, boost my 
emotional resiliency, help me navigate life’s 
rough patches, and expand my self-awareness. 
But it has.

In the spirit of classical tradition, I don’t labor 
over my haiku. I create them spontaneously 
and swiftly, using ordinary concrete words to 
record a moment of concrete experience. 

I don’t worry about making them “good,” 
either. Whatever emerges is good enough for 
my purposes.

My all-time favorite “household haiku,” from 
the beloved classical Japanese poet Kobayashi 
Issa (1763–1828), echoes my own relationship 
to housework.

tap to read 
more of 
margaret 
boyles’s posts 
in her “Living 
naturaLLy” 
bLog

 

https://www.almanac.com/blog/home-health/natural


l i v i n g  n a t u r a l l y

don’t worry, spiders,
I keep house
casually
[Robert Hass translation]

This July day was spectacular 
and sparkling here in central New 
Hampshire. Here’s the haiku that  I 
wrote to mark the day:

summer’s bright magic
calls me out to play—alas!
the dirty laundry

A random few from my 
homestead haiku collection . . .

the way that white cat
savors spring’s first quackgrass—
we’re all weed-hungry

I plant beans and chard.
The fields around my garden
sow dandelions

a colorful crowd
delirious with sunshine
zinnias arrive

shared a strawberry
with a slug. Gulp! wanted fruit,
not raw escargot

last strawberry lurks
under mulch; small, misshapen
no less delicious

don’t worry, turkeys!
those hunters have their minds on
venison today

all the cost, the work!
holiday buffet tonight—
but now, the blizzard

that man walking by—
I can tell by his perfume
he stays warm with wood

up wind-scoured hillside
on my snowshoes: what a rush!
surfing wild, white seas

incessant snowfall
shovelers bent like willows
hoping we don’t snap

waking up in dark,
dark driving home; I’d really
like to hibernate

January thaw:
snowbanks melt, disgorge their loads:
fall campaign posters

they’ve arrived: cluster flies,
lady beetles, seed bugs—
winter guests, Welcome!

this fall cover crop—
oats and peas—looks sparse to me:
for toads, a jungle

You don’t have to be a writer or an 
aspiring writer—or even a poetry 
lover—to reap the benefits of 
writing haiku. Give it a try! Then 
summon the courage to share 
them.

–Margaret Boyles
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photo:  almaje/ShutterStock

Blueberry  
Recipes

Did you know that July is National Blueberry Month? One of 
the healthiest foods on Earth, blueberries are delicious and 

versatile. We’ve gathered some recipes that are simple to prepare 
and mouth-watering to eat. So, pick your own or search the 

farmers’ market—it’s blueberry time!
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photo: pronina marina/ShutterStock

 
tap for  
recipe+

BLUEBERRY  
OATMEAL CRISP



photo: pronina marina/ShutterStock

f o o d

 
share  
this  
recipe

BlueBerry oatmeal crisp
Serve with whipped cream or vanilla or coffee ice 
cream.

FRUIT:
3 pints blueberries
1/2 cup sugar
juice and finely grated zest of 1 lemon
3 tablespoons all-purpose flour

TOPPING:
1 cup all-purpose flour
1 cup brown sugar
2/3 cup old-fashioned oats
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon salt
10 tablespoons (1-1/4 sticks) cold, unsalted butter, cut 

into small pieces

Preheat oven to 400°F. Butter a 13x9-inch baking 
dish.

For fruit: In a bowl, mix berries, sugar, lemon juice, 
zest, and flour. Pour into prepared dish.

For topping: In a food processor, combine flour, 
brown sugar, oats, cinnamon, and salt. Add the butter 
and pulse repeatedly in 2- to 3-second bursts, until 
mixture is clumpy, like damp crumbs. 

Spread crumbs evenly over the berries and bake for 
30 minutes, or until hot and bubbly.

Makes 8 to 10 servings.

http://www.almanac.com/recipe/blueberry-oatmeal-crisp
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BlueBerry Buttermilk pancakes
Whipped egg whites give these pancakes a wonderfully 
fluffy texture.

1-1/2 cups all-purpose flour
1-1/4 teaspoons baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
2 cups low-fat buttermilk
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 egg, separated
1 cup blueberries

Preheat a cast-iron skillet or griddle.

In a bowl, combine flour, baking soda, and salt. Add 
buttermilk, vanilla, and yolk. Stir until just combined. 

In another bowl, beat egg white until stiff, then fold 
into batter. 

Using a 1/4 cup measure, drop batter onto the skillet. 
Sprinkle a few blueberries over each pancake and cook 
for 3 to 5 minutes, or until bubbles form. Flip pancakes 
and cook for 2 to 3 minutes.

Makes 4 servings.

http://www.almanac.com/recipe/blueberry-buttermilk-pancakes
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lemon BlueBerry tea Bread
Lemon and blueberries give this bread a perfect combination  
of sweet and tart.

1 cup blueberries
1 tablespoon plus 1-2/3 cups all-purpose flour, divided
1/2 cup (1 stick) butter, softened
1-1/2 cups sugar, divided
2 eggs
1-1/2 teaspoons baking powder
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/2 cup milk
1 tablespoon plus 1/4 cup fresh lemon juice, divided
1 tablespoon lemon zest

Preheat oven to 350°F. Grease a 9x5-inch loaf pan.

Toss blueberries with 1 tablespoon flour and set aside. 

In a bowl, cream butter with 1 cup sugar until fluffy. Add eggs, 
one at a time, beating well after each addition. 

In another bowl, combine 1-2/3 cups flour, baking powder, 
and salt. Add flour mixture and milk alternately to creamed 
mixture. Fold in blueberries, 1 tablespoon lemon juice, and 
lemon zest. Pour into prepared pan. 

Bake for 1 hour, or until a knife inserted into the center 
comes out clean. Cool in the pan for 10 minutes before 
removing to a wire rack.

In a saucepan, combine 1/2 cup sugar and 1/4 cup lemon 
juice. Heat until boiling, stirring until the sugar dissolves. 

Brush on the slightly cooled bread and cool completely 
before cutting.

Makes 1 loaf.

http://www.almanac.com/recipe/lemon-blueberry-tea-bread
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chilled BlueBerry soup
This beautiful and refreshing soup comes from 
Cooking Fresh With The Old Farmer’s Almanac. 

1 tablespoon cornstarch
2 cups cold water, divided
2-1/2 cups blueberries
1-1/2 cups marsala wine
3 tablespoons sugar
1/2 cup sour cream or plain yogurt

In a bowl, dissolve cornstarch in 1/4 cup of cold 
water. 

In a saucepan over low heat, combine cornstarch, 
blueberries, wine, sugar, and 1-3/4 cups cold 
water. Cook for 15 minutes, or until blueberries 
are soft. Set aside for 10 minutes to cool. 

Process blueberry mixture in a blender or food 
processor until all ingredients are incorporated 
and smooth. Chill in the refrigerator. 

Before serving, add the sour cream and stir. Serve 
in chilled bowls.

Makes 6 servings.

f o o d

http://www.almanac.com/recipe/chilled-blueberry-soup-0
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The heaT 
Wave ThaT 

MelTed 
denTures

Eighty years ago, the hot summer of 
1936 set some blistering records.
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E
ven on the “cool” 
eastern seaboard 
in July of 1936, 
it was the heat 

wave that made the news. 
In midcoast Maine, 
where only the hardiest 
swim, all-wool bathing 
trunks were advertised 
for a dollar or 3 dollars 
for those with detachable 
tops. In Boston, the price 
of cream skyrocketed as 
the combination of the 
drought in the Midwest 
and the hot weather in 
the East made for a “very 
short cream market.” 
Wholesale prices rose 
from $11 for a 40-quart 
can of cream in 1935 to 
$17.28 a can in July of 
1936.

Central Park in New 
York City hit 106°F on 
July 9. The next day, 
Waterbury, Connecticut, 
saw 103°F, while many 
other New England 

towns hit over 100°F. 
Those who could left 
the steaming asphalt of 
the cities. Others stood 
under sprinklers or slept 
on roofs. 

In New York City, 
Mayor Fiorello 
LaGuardia declared 
public beaches open all 
night for the duration, 
promising not to arrest 
anyone. City swimming 
pools lengthened their 
hours. 

Nearly 1,000 deaths 
nationwide—76 in 
New York City—were 
attributed to the 10-day 
heat wave, some from 
heat stroke or lung 
ailments, others from 
accidental drownings as 
nonswimmers desperately 
attempted to cool off. 

Canadian towns and 
cities also felt the severity 
of the sun. Ontario alone 
marked over 500 deaths 

from the heat.
In the vast Dust Bowl 

region that spread 
from North Dakota 
southward into Texas, 
with its heart over 
Kansas and Oklahoma, 
black-dust blizzards 
had been common 
since about 1932. The 
heat wave of 1936 that 
broke all records in 
15 states during July 
and August was the 
final blow to many 
midwestern farmers 
who had fought against 
economic hardship and 
unparalleled heat and 
drought. 

T
he 1936 heat 
gave new 
energy to the 
smothering dust 

storms that blackened 
skies. Trains missed their 
scheduled stops because 
they couldn’t see the 

Trains missEd ThEir schEdulEd sTops 

bEcausE ThEy couldn’T sEE ThE  

Towns as ThEy passEd Through ThEm.
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towns as they passed 
through them. Doors 
and windows had to 
be sealed with adhesive 
tape to keep out the 
dust. Dishes had to be 
washed after a meal and 
again before the next one 
because dust had sifted 
into cupboards. Ceilings 
collapsed from the 
weight of dust that had 
collected in attics. Seeded 
crops blew out of the 
soil, and white chickens 
were dyed the color of 
dust.

The chief of the Iowa 
Weather and Crop 
Bureau called July 1936 
the hottest July in 117 
years (although the 
single-day high had been 
reached in July 1934, at 
118°F). On July 14, 1936, 

Iowa reported readings 
of more than 108°F at 
113 separate weather 
stations. 

Kansas City, Missouri, 
saw temperatures of 
over 100°F on 53 days 
that summer. Parts 
of Kansas and North 
Dakota soared to 121°F; 
South Dakota, Arkansas, 
Texas, and Oklahoma 
saw 120°F. Indiana, 
Louisiana, Maryland, 
Michigan, Minnesota, 
Nebraska, New Jersey, 
West Virginia, and 
Wisconsin also hit their 
record highs in July or 
August of 1936. 

F
ortunately, 
humor increased 
with the heat 
and drought. 

According to The Dust 
Bowl (Brookfield, CT: 
Millbrook Press, 1993), 
one tall tale described 
a midwestern man 
so overwhelmed by a 
single drop of rain that 
he had to be revived by 
dumping a pail of dust 
over his head. 

The New York Times 
reported that a Syracuse 
housewife successfully 
fried an egg on the 
sidewalk. 

And in New York, a 
man left his dentures on 
the windowsill, only to 
return an hour later to 
find them melted.

Now, that’s hot.   
–Martha White

This article is excerpted from 
The 1996 Old Farmer’s 
Almanac.

A SyrAcuSe houSewiFe SucceSSFully 

Fried An egg on the SidewAlk.

ceilingS collApSed From the weight oF 

duSt thAt hAd collected in AtticS. 
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How 
Not 

to Rob a Bank
Lessons gleaned from attempts  

by would-be robbers

illustration: danomyte/shutterstock
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W
ith tongue 
in cheek, we 
present here 
six easy rules 

to follow when robbing 
a bank, along with 
instructive examples of 
what can go wrong if 
you don’t. 

1. Pick the right 
bank. Don’t make 
the same mistake as 
the fellow in Anaheim, 
California, who tried to 
hold up a bank that was 
no longer in business 
and had no money. 

2. Keep family 
out of it. A California 
robber ran into his 
mother while he was 
making his getaway. She 
turned him in.

3. Arm yourself  
. . . with a squash. 
A man in White 
Plains, New York, 

held up a bank with a 
zucchini. Successfully. 
A gun wasn’t necessary: 
Most bank clerks are 
compliant and hand 
over the loot rather then 
risk harm to themselves, 
colleagues, or customers. 
Plus, additional criminal 
charges apply to gun-
toting robbers, if caught. 
Which the zuke-slinger 
was, at his home.

4. Make mapping 
your quest. Avoid 
the sad fate of the 
thieves in Florida 
who took a wrong 
turn into Homestead 
Air Force Base, drove 
up to the military 
police guardhouse, 
and, thinking it was a 
tollbooth, offered the 
security men money. 

5. Become a 
master of disguise. 
One would-be thief 
thought that if he 
smeared a mercury 
ointment on his face, 
he would be invisible to 
the cameras. Actually, it 
accentuated his features, 
giving authorities a much 
clearer picture of him.

6. Bring a bag. In 
these days of exploding 
dye packets, stuffing the 
cash into your pants 
pockets can lead to 
embarrassing stains, not 
to mention severe burns 
in sensitive places. Or so 
bandits from San Diego 
and Boston painfully 
discovered.

Remember, the easiest 
way to get money is to 
make it the old-fashioned 
way: Earn it. Maybe by 
working at a bank!         

 –Tim Clark
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We derive our weather forecasts from a secret formula 
that was devised by the founder of this Almanac, Robert B. 
Thomas, in 1792. Thomas believed that weather on Earth 
was influenced by sunspots, which are magnetic storms on 
the surface of the Sun.

Over the years, we have refined and enhanced this for-
mula with state-of-the-art technology and modern scien-
tific calculations. We employ three scientific disciplines to 
make our long-range predictions: solar science, the study of 
sunspots and other solar activity; climatology, the study of 
prevailing weather patterns; and meteorology, the study of 
the atmosphere. We predict weather trends and events by 
comparing solar patterns and historical weather conditions 
with current solar activity. 

Our forecasts emphasize temperature and precipitation 
deviations from averages, or normals. These are based on 
30-year statistical averages prepared by government meteo-
rological agencies and updated every 10 years. Most-recent 
tabulations span the period 1981 through 2010. 

We believe that nothing in the universe happens haphaz-
ardly, that there is a cause-and-effect pattern to all phenom-
ena. However, although neither we nor any other forecast-
ers have as yet gained sufficient insight into the mysteries of 
the universe to predict the weather with total accuracy, our 
results are almost always very close to our traditional claim 
of 80 percent.

How We Make Our predictions

ssw e a t h e r  f o r e c a s t s

celsius-fahrenheit table

if it rains on july 10,  
it will rain for 7 weeks.

photo: thinkstock
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https://www.almanac.com/weather/folklore


s
ssw e a t h e r  f o r e c a s t s

WA

OR

CA

ID

MT

NV

UT

WY

CO

AZ

AK
HI

NM

TX

OK

KS

NE

SD

ND

MN WI

IA

MO

AR

LA
MS AL GA

SC

NC
TN

KY

IL
IN

MI

OH

WV

VA

PA

NY

VT

NH

ME

MA

RI
CT

NJ

DE
MD

FL

13 12

11

10

9

6
7

8

5

4

3

1
2

15

16

14
17

18

Map of U.S. Weather Regions CHECK your rEgion to sEE  
your july wEatHEr forECast.

NUNAVUT

N.W.T.Y.T.

B.C.

ALTA.
SASK. MAN.

QUE.

P.E.I.

N.B.

N.S.

N.L.

ONT.

5

6 7

4 3 2
1

Map of canadian Weather Regions



s
ssw e a t h e r  f o r e c a s t s

U.S. forecASTS July 2016
Region 1: noRtheast 

Temp. 69° (1° below avg.); precip. 4.5" (0.5" above avg.). 1–5 Sunny, hot, 
then cool. 6–14 Scattered t-storms, cool. 15–27 Several t-storms, seasonable. 
28–31 Sunny, cool.

Region 2: atlantic coRRidoR

Temp. 76° (avg.); precip. 5" (1" above avg.). 1–8 Scattered t-storms, turning 
cooler. 9–16 T-storms, then sunny, warm. 17–21 T-storms, then sunny, hot. 
22–28 Scattered t-storms, locally heavy. 29–31 Sunny, warm.

Region 3: appalachians 

Temp. 71° (2° below avg.); precip. 5.5" (2" above avg.). 1–8 T-storms, then 
sunny, cool. 9–16 T-storms, then sunny, cool. 17–21 T-storms, then sunny, 
cool. 22–28 Daily t-storms, humid. 29–31 Sunny north, t-storms south; cool.

Region 4: southeast

Temp. 81° (1° below avg.); precip. 5.5" (1" above avg.). 1–4 A few t-storms. 
5–7 Sunny inland, hurricane threat coast. 8–12 Sunny north, t-storms south. 
13–21 A few t-storms, cool. 22–31 p.m. t-storms, warm.

Region 5: FloRida

Temp. 83° (1° above avg. north, 1° below south); precip. 6.5" (avg.). 1–3 
Sunny. 4–6 Hurricane threat. 7–17 Scattered t-storms, hot and humid. 
18–23 Isolated t-storms, seasonable. 24–31 Scattered t-storms, seasonable.

Region 6: loweR lakes

Temp. 69° (2° below avg.); precip. 4" (0.5" above avg.). 1–5 Sunny east, 
t-storms west; turning cool. 6–14 Scattered t-storms, cool. 15–23 Isolated 
t-storms, cool. 24–27 Sunny, nice. 28–31 T-storms, then sunny, cool.

iF it Rains on july 10,  
it will Rain FoR 7 weeks.
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Region 7: ohio Valley

Temp. 73° (2° below avg.); precip. 6" (2" above avg.). 1–7 T-storms, then 
sunny, nice. 8–15 T-storms, then sunny, cool. 16–31 Scattered t-storms, 
cool.

Region 8: deep south

Temp. 80° (1° below avg.); precip. 5.5" (3" above avg. north, 1" below south). 
1–4 Sunny, hot north; t-storms south. 5–16 Scattered t-storms; hot, then 
cool. 17–25 Daily t-storms, cool. 26–31 T-storm, then sunny, warm.

Region 9: uppeR Midwest

Temp. 64° (4° below avg.); precip. 3" (0.5" below avg.). 1–4 Sunny, turning 
cool. 5–15 Isolated t-storms, cool. 16–22 A few t-storms, cool. 23–31 
Scattered t-storms, cool.

Region 10: heaRtland

Temp. 74° (3° below avg.); precip. 3.5" (0.5" below avg.). 1–10 Scattered 
t-storms; cool north, hot south. 11–14 Sunny, cool. 15–20 T-storms, then 
sunny, cool. 21–24 T-storms, then sunny, cool. 25–31 T-storms, then sunny, 
cool.

Region 11: texas–oklahoMa

Temp. 80° (1° below avg.); precip. 5" (2" above avg.). 1–11 Sunny, hot, 
isolated t-storms. 12–22 A few t-storms, cool north; isolated t-storms, hot 
south. 23–24 Sunny, cool. 25–31 Sunny north, heavy t-storms south; cool.

Region 12: high plains 

Temp. 70° (2° below avg.); precip. 1" (1" below avg.) 1–3 Sunny, hot. 4–10 
Isolated t-storms; cool, then hot. 11–16 Isolated t-storms, cool. 17–23 
Scattered t-storms, cool. 24–31 Sunny, hot north; a few t-storms, cool south.
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Region 13: inteRMountain

Temp. 77° (4° above avg.); precip. 1" (0.5" above avg.). 1–6 T-storms, then sunny, 
cool north; sunny, hot south. 7–12 Sunny, hot north; t-storms, warm south. 
13–26 Sunny north, scattered t-storms south; hot. 27–31 Isolated t-storms, hot.

Region 14: deseRt southwest

Temp. 87.5° (2° below avg. east, 3° above west); precip. 1" (0.5" below avg.). 
1–7 Sunny, hot. 8–12 Scattered t-storms, hot. 13–22 Isolated t-storms; cool 
east, hot west. 23–31 A couple of t-storms; cool east, hot west.

Region 15: paciFic noRthwest

Temp. 68° (3° above avg.); precip. 0.2" (0.3" below avg.). 1–6 Showers, then 
sunny, cool. 7–15 Sunny, turning hot. 16–25 Isolated showers, warm. 26–31 
Sunny, turning hot. 

Region 16: paciFic southwest

Temp. 73° (2° above avg.); precip. 0" (avg.). 1–5 Sunny, cool. 6–13 Sunny, 
turning hot. 14–20 Sunny, warm inland; a.m. clouds and sprinkles, p.m. 
sun coast. 21–27 Sunny inland; a.m. clouds and sprinkles, p.m. sun coast; 
turning hot. 28–31 Sunny, very warm.

Region 17: alaska

Temp. 40° N, 55° EW (2° below avg.); precip. 2.2" N, 5" S (1" above avg.). 
1–9 Rainy periods, turning cool. 10–13 Showers, warm. 14–24 A few 
showers, warm P+A; showers, cool EW. 25–31 Showers, cool.
Key: panhandle (p), aleutians (a), north (n), central (c), south (s), west-central 
(wc), east-central (ec), south-central (sc), elsewhere (ew)

Region 18: hawaii

Temp. 80.5° (0.5° below avg.); precip. 0.3" (0.2" below avg.). 1–5 Daily 
brief showers, cool C+W; scattered t-storms, warm E. 6–19 Scattered light 
showers, nice C+W; a few showers, warm E. 20–31 Daily showers, cool.
Key: east (e), central (c), west (w)
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canadian forecasts july 2016
Region 1: atlantic canada

Temp. 19°C (1°C above avg.); precip. 95mm (60mm above avg. north, 
50mm below south). 1–2 Tropical storm threat. 3–7 Showers, cool. 8–10 
Tropical storm threat. 11–17 Showers, then sunny, warm. 18–28 Scattered 
showers, turning very warm. 29–31 Rainy, cool.

Region 2: southeRn Quebec

Temp. 21°C (1°C above avg.); precip. 120mm (40mm above avg. east, avg. 
west). 1–6 Isolated showers, turning cool. 7–14 Scattered t-storms, cool. 
15–31 Scattered showers; warm east, cool west.

Région 2: Québec du sud

Temp. 21°C (1°C au-dessus de la moy.); précip. 120mm (40mm au-dessus de 
la moy. à l’est, moyenne à l’ouest). 1–6 Averses isolées, avec refroidissement. 
7–14 Orages épars, froid. 15–31 Averses éparses; chaud à l’est, froid à l’ouest.

Region 3: southeRn ontaRio

Temp. 19.5°C (1°C below avg.); precip. 75mm (5mm below avg.). 1–10 
Isolated t-storms, turning cool. 11–19 Scattered showers, cool. 20–31 
T-storms, then sunny, nice.

Region 4: the pRaiRies

Temp. 17.5°C (1°C below avg.); precip. 45mm (20mm below avg.). 1–7 A 
couple of t-storms, cool. 8–14 Sunny, nice. 15–23 Scattered t-storms, cool. 
24–31 Isolated t-storms, turning hot.

Much thundeR in july  
injuRes wheat and baRley.
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Region 5: southeRn bRitish coluMbia

Temp. 18.5°C (2°C above avg.); precip. 75mm (40mm above avg.). 1–5 
Showers, cool. 6–24 Sunny, turning hot. 25–31 Scattered showers; warm 
coast, hot inland.

Region 6: yukon

Temp. 15°C (2°C above avg.); precip. 60mm (avg.). 1–8 Scattered showers, 
turning warm. 9–15 Showers, seasonable. 16–22 Sunny, turning very warm. 
23–31 Showers; very warm, then cool.

Region 7: noRthwest teRRitoRies

Temp. 16°C (1°C above avg.); precip. 60mm (25mm above avg.). 1–6 
Scattered showers; cool, then warm. 7–14 Isolated showers, seasonable. 
15–21 Sunny; warm north, cool south. 22–31 Showers; warm, then cool.
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Hot? This Might Give You Chills

ssw e a t h e r  u p d a t e

T
he generally hot summer now 
upon most of us reminded me 
that this is the 200th anniversary 

of 1816, the so-called “Year Without 
a Summer.”

Earth was experiencing the 
concluding decades of the Little Ice 
Age, with a period of relatively low 
solar activity from 1790 to 1830 
known as the Dalton Minimum. May 
1816, in particular, had the lowest 
sunspot number (0.1) to date since 
record-keeping on solar activity 
had begun. As you may know, we at 
The Old Farmer’s Almanac use solar 
activity as the driver of our long-
range weather forecasts, and one 

factor we have found is that periods of 
low activity are associated with colder 
temperatures, averaged across Earth.

But it was not only solar activity that 
contributed to the summerless year.

In April 1815, Indonesia’s Mt. 
Tambora had had the world’s largest 
eruption since a.d. 180, ejecting 
immense amounts of volcanic ash 
into the upper atmosphere, where 
the jet stream carried it around the 
world. This resulted in a further 
reduction in solar irradiance, which 
brought record cold to much of the 
world during the following summer.

The unusual cold played havoc 
with agricultural production in 
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many parts of the world, directly 
or indirectly creating crop failures, 
dramatic increases in food prices, 
famines, cultural disruptions, and 
epidemics of cholera and other 
diseases. Among the weather events 
across the United States (which 
numbered 18 states at the time, with 
Vermont, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Ohio, and Louisiana having been 
added to the original 13):

• May frosts killed off most crops 
in upstate New York and the higher 
elevations of Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, and Vermont.

• On June 6, snow fell in Albany, 
New York, and Dennysville, Maine. 

• In Cape May, New Jersey, frost 
was reported five nights in a row in late 
June, causing extensive crop damage.

• Lake and river ice was observed as 
far south as northwestern Pennsylvania 
in July, with frost reported as far south 
as Virginia on August 20 and 21. 

• Rapid, dramatic temperature 
changes occurred frequently, as 
temperatures sometimes went from 
above-normal summer levels to near 
freezing within hours. U.S. grain 
prices at least quadrupled, and oat 
prices increased almost eightfold.

• Elsewhere around the world, 
famine, riots, arson, and looting 
occurred in many European cities, 

while China suffered from massive 
crop failures and disastrous floods 
and a disruption in the Indian 
summer monsoon spread a cholera 
outbreak from a region near the 
River Ganges all the way to Moscow.

The “Year Without a Summer” 
also had interesting cultural effects:

• The lack of oats to feed the horses 
likely inspired the German inventor 
Karl Drais to research new ways of 
horseless transportation, which led 
to his invention of the ancestor of 
the bicycle.

• Many Americans left New 
England for the Midwest, accelerating 
the westward movement of the 
American people. Vermont alone had 
as many as 15,000 people emigrate, 
including the family of Joseph 
Smith, which moved from Norwich, 
Vermont, to Palmyra, New York. This 
move may have made possible the 
publication of the Book of Mormon 
and the founding of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

• In June 1816, Mary Shelley was 
forced by the weather to spend her 
Swiss holiday indoors with her literary 
companions, where to pass the time 
they decided to have a contest to see 
who could write the scariest story. 
The result was the novel Frankenstein; 
or, The Modern Prometheus.
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Because we will have true summery 
weather this season, it is unlikely that 
you will spend the summer inventing 
a new mode of transportation, a new 
religion, or a new literary genre. 
Rather, it is much more likely that 
you will spend time with outdoor 
activities, as summer temperatures 
will be above normal in most of the 
nation, the main exceptions being in 
states near the Gulf of Mexico. 

Rainfall will be below normal in 
most of the nation’s midsection, 
which may reduce yields on corn, 
wheat, soybeans, and other crops 
grown within this area. The drought 
in much of California will likely 

continue as well, putting additional 
stress on our food supply.

Hurricane season will be more 
active than last year’s, with threats 
along the Atlantic and Gulf regions. 
The best chance for a major 
hurricane strike is from late August 
to mid-September along the Texas 
and Louisiana Gulf coasts and in 
early July in Florida.

Our forecast assumes that we will 
not have a repeat of the Mt. Tambora 
eruption. If we do, look for cooler 
weather along with unusually beautiful 
sunrises and sunsets from ashy skies. 

–Michael Steinberg, Old Farmer’s 
Almanac meteorologist
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90 percent of adults get 
every one wrong. But 
preschoolers do well!

Question 1: How would 
you put a giraffe into a 
refrigerator?

The correct answer: 
Open the refrigerator, 
put in the giraffe, and 
close the door. (This 
question tests whether 
you tend to do simple 
things in an overly 
complicated way.)

Question 2: How would 
you put an elephant 
into a refrigerator? 

The correct answer: 
Same as above? Wrong. 
Open the refrigerator, 
take out the giraffe, 
put in the elephant, 
and close the door. 

(This tests your ability 
to think through the 
repercussions of your 
previous actions.)

Question 3: The Lion 
King is hosting an 
animal conference. All 

animals attend, except 
one. Which animal does 
not attend?

The correct answer: The 
elephant. The elephant 
is in the refrigerator. 
You just put him in 
there. (This tests your 
memory.)

Question 4: There is a river 
you must cross, but it is 
known to be frequented 
by crocodiles, and you do 
not have a boat. How do 
you manage?

The correct answer: 
You jump into the 
river and swim across. 
All the crocodiles are 
attending the animal 
conference. (This tests 
whether you learn from 
your mistakes.)

humor me
grins and groans from the almanac

w i t

How Would You Answer These Four Questions?
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Honesty is good, but sometimes discretion 
would have been better—as evidenced by 
these true job interview quotes.

• “What do you want me to do if I can not 
walk to work if it’s raining? Can you pick 
me up?”

• “So, how much do they pay you for doing 
these interviews?”

• “What is your company’s policy on 
Monday absences?”

• “When you do background checks 
on candidates, do things like public 
drunkenness arrests come up?”

• “I was fired from my last job because 
they were forcing me to attend anger 
management classes.”

s
w i t

How to Become a 
Permanent JoB Seeker

Back By PoPular DemanD . . .

When Kids Talk to God
A lot of junk comes to us via 
the Internet every day, and, 
then, occasionally, there’s a 
gem. These “Letters to God” 
were written by first and 
second graders.

Dear God,
Please put another holiday 
between Christmas and 
Easter. There is nothing good 
in there now.                   Ginny

Dear God,
If you give me a genie lamp like 
Aladdin, I will give you anything 
you want except my money or 
my chess set.                     Raphael

Dear God,
We read that Thomas Edison 
made light. But in Sunday 
School they said you did it. So 
I bet he stoled your idea.

Donna Dear God,
Please send Dennis Clark to a 
different camp this year.  Peter

Dear God,
Maybe Cain and Abel would 
not kill each other so much if 
they had their own rooms. It 
works with my brother.

Larry
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what’s next

astroLogy
Gardening by the 

Moon’s Sign

CaLendar
Full Sturgeon Moon, 

Lunar Orbiter 1, 
National Parks,       
first Olympiad

Food
Super summer 

salads

gardening
How to preserve 

your harvest, 
plus a great 
pickle recipe

amusement
What we dream 
about—and why
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