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What do you think of when you look at the Moon? For
centuries, people have imagined characters and events to help
them understand the Moon’s presence and its phases. Here is a
collection of mythical Moon stories from around the world.
In Finnish mythology,
Ilmatar, the daughter of
the air, allowed a duck
to lay its eggs on her
knee. The eggs fell, and
their whites became
the Moon, their yolks
became the Sun, and tiny
fragments of their shells
transformed into stars.

The Incas of Peru called
their beautiful Moon
goddess Mama Quilla.
She cried tears of silver.
They believed that lunar
eclipses were caused by
an animal or serpent
attacking Mama Quilla.
Whenever one occurred,
the Incas would try to
scare it away by making
as much noise as possible.

The Babylonian Moon god, Sin, had a beard of
lapis lazuli (a deep blue gemstone) and rode a
winged bull. He represented the number 30, which
is the average number of days in a lunar month.
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In Greek mythology,
the Moon goddess
Selene, sister of
Helios, the Sun,
drives a silver chariot
drawn by two snowwhite horses across
the sky each night.

One Amazonian tribal
myth says that when
time began, there
were so many birds
that they blocked
out all light shining
on Earth. Two heroic
brothers, Iae and
Kuat, captured the
king
him to share the
ki off the
h birds
bi d andd forced
f
light. Iae became the god of the Moon and
Kuat, the god of the Sun.
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Some plants have weird names.
They get them in the same way that
a pet or food might get its name:
from one of their features (think of
a dog named Spot) or a person
(think of a Baby Ruth candy bar) or
the like. Here are a few odd-named
wild plants and their tales.

The Japanese Moon god,
Tsukuyomi, was born
from a mirror made of
white copper. He climbed
a ladder into the heavens,
where he lived with his
sister, Amaterasu, the
goddess of the Sun.

In Polynesian myths, Hina was an
accomplished young woman pursued
by many men. She fled to the Moon
and became its goddess and the protector
of travelers at night.

I India, the Moon’s
In
waxing and waning
w
phases are explained by
p
a story about the Moon
ggod Chandra, who was
ccursed by his father-inllaw, Daksha, to shrink
in
i size
i to nothing.
hi The
T major god Shiva
intervened, instead causing Chandra to
diminish in size for 15 days, but then grow
back to his normal size for 15 days—and
repeat the pattern forever.

The Mayas of Central America
believed that the Moon was
the mother of the Sun, who
was a young boy pestered by
his elder siblings. She caught
one of the elder brothers
and turned him into a rabbit,
whose image can be seen
in the full Moon.

ALL-NEW FOR THE KID IN, OR NEAR, YOU!
For over a decade, this “youthful” version of the beloved Old Farmer’s Almanac has been
entertaining curious kids (and adults who are young at heart). The latest Old Farmer’s Almanac for
Kids is ready for a new group of sky-watchers, cooks, animal lovers, athletes, and adventurers, with
192 full-color pages jam-packed with stories and tidbits on everything under the Sun, including an
uncommon calendar with fun facts, projects, and celebrations for the whole year.
Oh, the adventures to be found inside Volume 7 of The Old Farmer’s Almanac for Kids!

• Veggie Tales. Swine’s Snout. Swedish Peanut. Love Apple. Nosebleed. Learn about veggies and

other plants with fascinating stories to tell.

• Heroic Dogs and Brave Rats. Meet the Doberman pinscher that fought a venomous snake and

the African rats that help to locate land mines!

• Meteorite Magnets and Moon Myths. Investigate super-size space rocks, build a meteorite magnet,
and compare Moon stories told by ancient cultures around the world with your lunar imaginings.

•

How to Set a World Record. Get tips on setting a world record from the man who holds the
world record for official world records (551, to be exact!).

• The Kid Captain and Other Tales of the Sea. Discover the true story of the youngest-ever U.S.

Navy captain (12 years old!) and then dig into spooky mysteries behind a glowing-green ghost ship
and two ships frozen into an iceberg!

•

Clever Crafts. Carve soap into fun shapes (washing up has never been so entertaining), make
play-dough, and fill a time capsule as a message to the future!
The Old Farmer’s Almanac for Kids, Volume 7, is available now for $9.95 at retail stores,
in the children’s section of bookstores, and at Almanac.com/Shop.

